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to meet at the centre for relatives to the hostages in Algeria, which has been established near the airport, in Bergen, Norway, 

(AP Photo/Hakon Mosvold) 


Statoil's CEO Helge Lund, arrives 
Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013. 

AOMAR OUALI 
PAULSCHEMM 
Associated Press 
ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — Al¬ 
gerian helicopters and spe¬ 
cial forces stormed a gas 
plant in the stony plains of 
the Sahara on Thursday to 
wipe out Islamist militants 
and free hostages from at 
least 10 countries. Bloody 
chaos ensued, leaving the 


fate of the fighters and 
many of the captives un¬ 
certain. 

Dueling claims from the mil¬ 
itary and the militants mud¬ 
died the world’s under¬ 
standing of an event that 
angered Western leaders, 
raised world oil prices and 
complicated the interna¬ 
tional military operation in 
neighboring Mali. 


At least six people, and 
perhaps many more, were 
killed — Britons, Filipinos 
and Algerians. 

Terrorized hostages from 
Ireland and Norway trick¬ 
led out of the Ain Amenas 
plant, families urging them 
never to return. 

Dozens more remained un¬ 
accounted for: Americans, 
Britons, French, Norwe¬ 


gians, Romanians, Malay¬ 
sians, Japanese, Algerians 
and the fighters them¬ 
selves. 

The U.S. government sent 
an unmanned surveillance 
drone to the BP-operated 
site, 

near the border with Libya 
and 800 miles (1,290 ki¬ 
lometers) from the Alge¬ 
rian capital, but it could 


do little more than watch 
Thursday's intervention. Al¬ 
geria’s army-dominated 
government, hardened by 
decades of fighting Islamist 
militants, shrugged aside 
foreign offers of help and 
drove ahead alone. 


Continued on Page 3 
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French encounter fierce resistance in Mali 


BABA AHMED 
R. CALLIMACHI 
Associated Press 
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — 

French special forces 
inched closer to an al- 
Qaida-held town, fighting 
erupted in another center 
and army troops raced to 
protect a third, as the Is¬ 
lamic extremists controlling 
northern Mali ceded no 
ground Thursday, digging 
into the areas they already 
occupy and sending out 
scouts to widen their reach. 
Banamba, a town just 90 
miles (144 kilometers) from 
the capital, Bamako, was 
put on alert overnight and 
a contingent of roughly 100 
Malian soldiers sped there 
on Thursday after a report¬ 
ed sighting of jihadists in 
the vicinity, the closest the 
extremists have come to 
the seat of government of 


this West African country, 
officials said. 

France has encountered 
fierce resistance from the 
extremist groups, whose 
tentacles extend not only 
over a territory the size of 
Afghanistan in Mali, but 
also another 600 miles 
(1,000 kilometers) to the 
east in Algeria, where fight¬ 
ers belonging to a cell in 
Mali stormed a BP-operat- 
ed plant and took dozens 
of foreigners hostages, in¬ 
cluding Americans in re¬ 
taliation for the French-led 
military operation in Mali. 
They demanded the imme¬ 
diate end of the hostilities in 
Mali, with one command¬ 
er, Oumar Ould Hamaha, 
saying that they are now 
“globalizing the conflict” in 
revenge for the military as¬ 
sault on Malian soil. 


The first Malian troops ar¬ 
rived in Banamba late 
Wednesday, with a second 
group coming on Thursday. 
The small town northeast of 
Bamako is connected by 
a secondary road to the 
garrison town of Diabaly, 
which was taken by Islamic 
extremists earlier this week, 
and has been the scene of 
intense fighting with French 
military, as French troops 
continued to move closer, 
following another night of 
airstrikes. 

A city official in Banamba 
who insisted on anonymity 
because he is not autho¬ 
rized to speak to the press, 
said they had received re¬ 
ports that a rebel convoy 
had left Diabaly on the 
road headed to Banamba. 
“We don’t have a (military) 
base here, we have no de¬ 
fenses. □ 


l* 



West African soldiers from Togo arrive at Bamako’s airport Thursday Jan. 17, 2013. They were the 
first contingent of West African troops brought to Mali to help French and government forces fight 
jihadist insurgents in control of the north of the country. 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 


FBI head in Libya to review Benghazi probe 


ESAM MOHAMED 
Associated Press 

TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — The FBI director met 
with top Libyan officials on Thursday to 
discuss the probe into last year's killing of 
the U.S. ambassador in Benghazi where 
authorities are planning a curfew follow¬ 
ing an upsurge in violence, Libyan officials 
said. Ambassador Chris Stevens and three 
other Americans were killed on Sept. 11, 
2012 in an attack that Washington officials 
suspect was carried out by militants linked 
to the al-Qaida terrorist group. There has 
been little news of progress in the investi¬ 
gation, and U.S. officials have complained 
about poor cooperation with govern¬ 
ments in the region. The officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitive nature of the visit, said FBI 
Director Robert Mueller discussed the case 
in Tripoli with senior officials, including the 


prime minister, justice minister and intelli¬ 
gence chief. It is unclear when authorities 
plan to impose a curfew following a string 
of deadly attacks, assassinations of top 
security officials and other unrest in recent 
months. Libyan Prime Minister Ali Zidan said 
on Wednesday that 18,000 new police re¬ 
cruits would be dispatched to the city to 
enforce the curfew. 

Interior Minister Ashour Shaweil told report¬ 
ers that when it starts, it will be enforced 
for five hours every night beginning at mid¬ 
night. Several check points will be installed 
around the city, he said. 

Authorities in Libya have been struggling 
to form unified army and police force 
since 2011 when former Libyan dictator 
Moammar Gadhafi was ousted and killed 
in a mass uprising that turned to armed 
conflict when citizens raised arms against 
Gadhafi’s forces. □ 



AROUND THE WORLD 


Dutch FM confirms Eurogroup candidacy 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Dutch Finance Minister 
Jeroen Dijsselbloem has confirmed he is seeking to be¬ 
come the next leader of the influential group of finance 
ministers from the 17 European Union nations that use the 
euro. Dijsselbloem told Dutch lawmakers Thursday he will 
submit his candidacy to take over as Eurogroup leader 
when Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker 
stands down from the position on Monday. The Eurogroup 
chief has a key role in negotiating financial policies in the 
currency union. Q 

Man charged in possessing machine gun 

LONDON (AP) — British police say they have charged a 
20-year-old man with possessing a submachine gun and 
ammunition. Scotland Yard says that Mohamed Elyasse 
Taleounine from London was charged with the two of¬ 
fenses Thursday following an investigation by counterter¬ 
rorism officers. The man is accused of owning a converted 
9mm caliber submachine gun and live ammunition. He 
was arrested in London on Jan. 10 on suspicion of prepar¬ 
ing or instigating acts of terrorism. Another man arrested 
along with him has been released without charge. Tale¬ 
ounine is due to appear in court later Thursday to face 
the charges. □ 

Iranian opposition leader out of election 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A semi-official Iranian news agency is 
reporting that the country’s two main opposition leaders 
are not competent to run as candidates in the presiden¬ 
tial election in June. Fars news agency is quoting State 
Prosecutor Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejehei as saying Mir 
Hossein Mousavi and Mahdi Karroubi have committed 
“atrocities against the ruling system and the nation" and 
will be barred from running in the June 14 election, unless 
they repent. Mousavi and Karroubi led massive street ral¬ 
lies in the aftermath of the 2009 election to protest official 
election results declaring President Mahmoud Ahmadine- 
jad the winner. □ 

Irish plant shuts over horsemeat scandal 

DUBLIN (AP) — Ireland says food safety officials have found 
more horsemeat traces in beef burgers and pinpointed 
a problem in an imported ingredient, and the meat pro¬ 
cessing plant has shut its production line in response. The 
Irish Agriculture Department announced Thursday night 
that nine of 13 burgers analyzed Tuesday have tested 
positive for horse DNA. It says seven ingredients added to 
the Irish beef also were tested — and only one, imported 
from another European country, tested positive for horse 
DNA. Silvercrest Foods says it's suspending operations 
pending investigations into why horsemeat is getting into 
its products. □ 

Officials open historic child abuse probe 

LONDON (AP) — British police have launched an offi¬ 
cial probe into claims that senior politicians had links to 
a pedophile gang during the 1980s. Scotland Yard says 
the investigation is looking into historic child abuse alle¬ 
gations at a London guest house. Thursday’s announce¬ 
ment came after opposition Labour Party lawmaker Tom 
Watson claimed last year that there was evidence that a 
member of a pedophile ring boasted about his connec¬ 
tions with a “senior aide to a former prime minister.'O 
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Gun show owners rip 
expansion of checks 


Dane Schiller 
© 2012 Houston Chronicle 

Texas gun show operators 
are on the defensive over 
President Barack Obama’s 
call for background 
checks on all gun purchas¬ 
ers, saying such a change 
could create a logistical 
mire and even complicate 
a grandfather’s gift of an 
old family shotgun. 

But mostly, gun show own¬ 
ers and promoters said that 
going after the so-called 
"gun show loophole" will 
not stop criminals like the 
ones who unleashed their 
fury in the massacres at a 
Colorado movie theater 
and a Connecticut ele¬ 
mentary school. 

Under current laws, private 
citizens can’t get back¬ 
ground checks on third 
parties without the assis¬ 


fected by a rule requiring 
background checks for 
casual sales. 

She said it stands to 
change the nature of gun 
shows, where gun enthusi¬ 
asts can just show up and 
make deals. 

"What makes me the sad¬ 
dest is the buddies who 
want to swap, or the farm¬ 
ers and ranchers from West 
Texas who want to trade,” 
she said, expressing con¬ 
cern that such exchanges 
may no longer be legal 
without federal involve¬ 
ment. 

Darwin Boedeker, owner of 
Texas Gun Shows, based in 
San Antonio, said he fears 
the requirement will "dras¬ 
tically" change the atmo¬ 
sphere of gun shows. 

"You are taking good, 
hard-working American 



A Beretta Elite II handgun. 

tance of a licensed fire¬ 
arms dealer. They can’t 
even ask police to check 
if it is OK to sell a gun to a 
neighbor, said Alice Tripp, 
of the Texas Rifle Associa¬ 
tion. 

"It is not currently practi¬ 
cal. It does not work," she 
said. 

Tripp and others in the 
gun show community said 
more than 90 percent of 
the weapons sold at Texas 
gun shows are done by 
federally licensed dealers 
who are already required 
to run background checks 
on buyers. 

Kim Sansom, of fhe Silver 
Spur Trade Shows, based 
near Lubbock, said she 
is frustrated by Obama’s 
plan, even if the over¬ 
whelming majority of gun 
show sales won’t be af¬ 


(Handout Photo) 

people and telling them to 
their face when fhey walk 
in thaf door - I don’t trust 
you,” Boedeker said. 

It would be more effective 
and less offensive for the 
government to make nota¬ 
tions on the driver's licens¬ 
es of felons fhaf they can't 
buy a gun, he said. 

"If you wanf fo pass a law 
fhaf is actually going to 
do some good and close 
the gun show loophole, or 
whatever they call it, then 
issue red driver’s licenses 
to felons, and I'll be more 
than happy to check ev¬ 
ery ID that comes through 
the door,” Boedeker said. 
Tim Finucane, co-owner of 
the Fort Worth-based Pre¬ 
mier Gun Shows, said he 
doesn't necessarily have 
a problem with mandatory 
background checks.Q 


Conflicting reports spread on Algeria 



Satellite image provided by DigitalGlobe shows the Amenas Gas 
operated by BP and Norway's Statoil and Algeria's Sonatrach. 


Continued from front 


With the hostage drama 
entering its second day 
Thursday, Algerian security 
forces moved in, first with 
helicopter fire and then 
special forces, according 
to diplomats, a website 
close to the militants, and 
an Algerian security offi¬ 
cial. The government said 
it was forced to intervene 
because the militants were 
being stubborn and want¬ 
ed to flee with the hostag¬ 
es. 

The militants — led by a Ma¬ 
li-based al-Qaida offshoot 
known as the Masked Bri¬ 
gade — suffered losses in 
Thursday's military assault, 
but succeeded in garner¬ 
ing a global audience. 
Even violence-scarred Al¬ 
gerians were stunned by 
the brazen hostage-taking 
Wednesday, the biggest 
in northern Africa in years 
and the first to include 
Americans as targets. Mass 
fighting in the 1990s had 
largely spared the lucra¬ 
tive oil and gas industry 
that gives Algeria its eco¬ 
nomic independence and 
regional weight. 

The hostage-taking raised 
questions about security 
for sites run by multination¬ 
als that are dotted across 
Africa's largest country. It 
also raised the prospect 
of similar attacks on other 
countries allied against 


the extremist warlords and 
drug traffickers who rule a 
vast patch of desert across 
several countries in north¬ 
west Africa. 

Even fhe heavy-handed 
Algerian response may nof 
defer groups looking for 
martyrdom and attention. 
Casualty figures in the Al¬ 
gerian standoff varied 
widely. The remote loca¬ 
tion is extremely hard to 
reach and was surrounded 
by Algerian security forces 
— who, like the militants, 
are inclined to advertise 
their successes and mini¬ 
mize their failures. 

“An important number of 
hostages were freed and 
an important number of 
terrorists were eliminated, 
and we regret the few 
dead and wounded,” Al¬ 
geria’s communications 
minister, Mohand Said 
Oubelaid, told national 
media, adding that the 
“terrorists are multination¬ 
al," coming from several 
different countries with the 
goal of “destabilizing Alge¬ 
ria, embroiling it in the Mali 
conflict and damaging its 
natural gas infrastructure.” 
The official news agency 
said four hostages were 
killed in Thursday's opera¬ 
tion, two Britons and two 
Filipinos. Two others, a Brit¬ 
on and an Algerian, died 
Wednesday in an ambush 
on a bus ferrying foreign 
workers to an airport. Cit¬ 
ing hospital officials, fhe 


Field in Algeria, which is jointly 

(AP Photo/DigitalGlobe) 

APS news agency said six 
Algerians and seven for¬ 
eigners were injured. 

APS said some 600 local 
workers were safely freed 
in the raid — but many of 
fhose were reportedly re¬ 
leased the day before by 
the militants themselves. 
The militants, via a Mau¬ 
ritanian news website, 
claimed that 35 hostages 
and 15 militants died in the 
helicopter strafing. 

A spokesman for the 
Masked Brigade told the 
Nouakchott Information 
Agency in Mauritania that 
only seven hostages sur¬ 
vived. 

By nightfall, Algeria's gov¬ 
ernment said the raid was 
over. But the whereabouts 
of fhe rest of the plant 
workers was unclear. 
President Barack Obama 
and British Prime Minister 
David Cameron spoke on 
the phone to share their 
confusion. Whife House 
Press Secretary Jay Carney 
said the Obama adminis¬ 
tration was “seeking clar¬ 
ity from the government of 
Algeria.” 

An unarmed American 
surveillance drone soared 
overhead as the Algerian 
forces closed in, U.S. offi¬ 
cials said. 

The U.S. offered military 
assistance Wednesday to 
help rescue the hostages 
but the Algerian govern¬ 
ment refused, a U.S. official 
said in Washington.^ 
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Four years in. President Obama emerges a new man 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Four 
years ago Barack Obama 
was a fresh-faced politi¬ 
cal sensation who had not 
even served a full term in 
the Senate and was about 
to become one of the 
youngest presidents ever. 
Now he is 51, his hair more 
gray, his face more lined. 
He’s the parent of a teen¬ 
ager and a pre-teen. His 
blood pressure has ticked 
up a bit, although it’s still 
excellent. He’s quit smok¬ 
ing. He’s a dog owner. 

The changes in the presi¬ 
dent aren't just physical. 
As he enters Term Two, he 
is also sounding more con¬ 
fident, vowing a harder 
line on negotiations, rely¬ 
ing more on trusted allies, 
promising less and express¬ 
ing more cynicism about 
the grip of partisanship on 
Washington. 

And perhaps most impor¬ 
tant, he seems more con¬ 
vinced of a need to keep 
average Americans with 
him, coming full circle to his 
2008 grassroots campaign. 
“You can’t change Wash¬ 
ington from the inside,” he 
said during his re-election 
campaign. “You can only 


change it from the out¬ 
side.” 

On the best days of his 
presidency, Obama has 


school in Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut. 

He has savored the news 
that Osama bin Laden 



These file photos, Oct. 7, 2009, left, and Nov. 28, 2012, right, 
shows President Barack Obama speaking in Washington. Four 
years after he was the fifth-youngest president to take the oath 
of office, Barack Obama now is 51. As he enters Term Two, he is 
sounding more confident, vowing a harder line on negotiations, 
relying more on trusted allies and promising less. 

(AP Photo) 


been witness to the power 
and possibilities of the of¬ 
fice he holds. On the worst, 
he's seen its limitations. 

He has celebrated pas¬ 
sage of his transformative 
health-care overhaul and 
mourned the children mas¬ 
sacred at an elementary 


at last had been brought 
down. And stood vigil over 
the remains of fallen sol¬ 
diers returned to the U.S. 
Between the highs and 
lows came the daily grind 
of a daunting job whose 
demands never end. There 
is always one more nego¬ 


tiation. One more legisla¬ 
tive tussle. One more eco¬ 
nomic soft spot. One more 
natural disaster. 

By all accounts, Obama’s 
style and his character re¬ 
main largely unchanged. 
But every chapter of his 
presidency — the gasp- 
inducing early economic 
crisis, the battle over health 
care, the midterm con¬ 
gressional shellacking, the 
mass shootings in the past 
year, the endless negotia¬ 
tions over debt and deficit, 
the re-election brawl — has 
helped to mold him and to 
shape his perspective. 
“Four years in, he has a very 
good sense of the job,” 
says senior adviser Valerie 
Jarrett. “He has a great 
sense of what is possible if 
you do have the American 
people behind you and 
willing to push with you to 
make change.” 

Andrew Kohut of the Pew 
Research Center thinks 
Obama’s numbers on that 
count are due to rebound 
somewhat, given recent 
improvement in his ap¬ 
proval ratings. His approval 
numbers are back in the 
mid-50s after dipping into 
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the 40s at times in 2011 
and 2012. But they’re still 
nowhere near the 60s and 
70s of his first few months in 
office. 

“His audience has become 
much more the American 
people than the people 
who live within the con¬ 
fines of Washington," says 
former Obama spokes¬ 
woman Jennifer Psaki. 

The Brookings Institution's 
William Galston, who 
served in the Clinton White 
House, says Obama seems 
to have concluded that 
getting too involved in the 
details of legislation was a 
mistake. 

His more hands-off ap¬ 
proach to the latest nego¬ 
tiations over taxes “might 
be seen as a new para¬ 
digm,” Galston says. “The 
president is not spend¬ 
ing a lot of time with his 
sleeves rolled up, face to 
face with people who dis¬ 
agree with him." Nor is he 
making as many promises. 
After making more than 
500 specific promises in his 
first campaign — more of 
them kept than broken — 
the president served up far 
fewer re-election pledges 
and has displayed a more 
measured view of what's 
possible. 

He's a “happy warrior” 
the president says of him¬ 
self, but he also admits to 
disappointment that he 
hasn't gotten more coop¬ 
eration from Congress. 
Some liberals who com¬ 
plained that the president 
wasn’t tough enough in 
the first term look at his re¬ 
cent decision to give more 
ground than expected 
in extending Bush-era tax 
cuts to some wealthier 
Americans and wonder 
if he’s really stiffened his 
spine for term two. 

The president’s renewed 
determination to leverage 
public support appears 
to be coupled with a will¬ 
ingness by the no-drama 
president to show more 
emotion when matters of 
public policy are also per¬ 
sonal to him. Hours after 
the massacre of 20 chil¬ 
dren in Newtown a tearful 
Obama showed raw grief 
in his first comments on the 
attack, calling it the worst 
day of his presidency. □ 
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Notre Dame’s Te’o mentioned ‘girlfriend’ twice recently 



Notre Dame linebacker Manti Te'o during an NCAA college football game against Boston College 
in Boston. A story that Te'o's girlfriend had died of leukemia was dismissed by the university as a 
hoax perpetrated against the linebacker. 

(AP Photo/Winslow Townson) 


TOM COYNE 
Associated Press 
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — 

Not once but twice after 
he supposedly discovered 
his online girlfriend of three 
years never even existed, 
Notre Dame All-American 
linebacker Manti Te’o per¬ 
petuated the heartbreak¬ 
ing story about her death. 
An Associated Press re¬ 
view of news coverage 
found that the Heisman 
Trophy runner-up talked 
about his doomed love in 
a Web interview on Dec. 8 
and again in a newspaper 
interview published Dec. 
11. He and the university 
said Wednesday that he 
learned on Dec. 6 that it 
was all a hoax, that not 
only wasn't she dead, she 
wasn’t real. 

On Thursday, a day after 
Te’o’s inspiring, playing- 
through-heartache story 
was exposed as a bizarre 
lie, Te’o and Notre Dame 
faced questions from 
sports writers and fans 
about whether he really 
was duped, as he claimed. 


or whether he and the uni¬ 
versity were complicit in 
the hoax and misled the 
public, perhaps to improve 
his chances of winning the 
Heisman. Yahoo sports col¬ 
umnist Dan Wetzel said the 
case has “left everyone 
wondering whether this 
was really the case of a 
naTve football player done 
wrong by friends or a fabri¬ 
cation that has yet to play 
to its conclusion." 

Gregg Doyel, national col¬ 
umnist for CBSSports.com, 
was more direct. 

“Nothing about this story 
has been comprehen¬ 
sible, or logical, and that 
extends to what happens 
next," he wrote. “I cannot 
comprehend Manti Te’o 
saying anything that could 
make me believe he was a 
victim.” 

On Wednesday, Te’o and 
Notre Dame athletic di¬ 
rector Jack Swarbrick said 
the player was drawn into 
a virtual romance with a 
woman who used the pho¬ 
ny name Lennay Kekua, 
and was fooled into believ¬ 


ing she died of leukemia in 
September. 

They said his only con¬ 
tact with the woman was 
via the Internet and tele¬ 
phone. 

Te’o also lost his grand¬ 
mother — for real — the 
same day his girlfriend sup¬ 
posedly died, and his role 
in leading Notre Dame to 
its best season in decades 
endeared him to fans and 
put him at the center of 
college football’s biggest 
feel-good story of the year. 
Relying on information 
provided by Te’o’s family 
members, the South Bend 
Tribune reported in Octo¬ 
ber that Te'o and Kekua 
first met, in person, in 2009, 
and that the two had also 
gotten together in Hawaii, 
where Te'o grew up. 

Te'o never mentioned a 
face-to-face meeting with 
Kekua in public comments 
reviewed by the AP. And 
an AP review of media 
reports about Te’o since 
Sept. 13 turned up no in¬ 
stance in which he directly 
confirmed or denied those 


Recordings the focus of terrorism trial 


NIGEL DUARA 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

Inadvertent recordings of 
undercover FBI agents cel¬ 
ebrating during debriefings 
took center stage in an 
Oregon terrorism suspect’s 
trial. 

A federal judge on Thurs¬ 
day didn't allow the air¬ 
ing of the audio, some of 
which was made affer fhe 


agenfs wondered aloud 
whether they were being 
recorded. At least one re¬ 
corder was indeed still run¬ 
ning. An undercover agent 
identified only as “Hussein” 
was posing as a radical 
Islamic jihadi during the 
FBI investigation into Mo- 
hamed Mohamud of sub¬ 
urban Portland. 

“Hussein” confirmed under 
cross examination Thurs¬ 


day that he said it was 
“fantastic" after Mohamud 
asked for explosives, a cru¬ 
cial step in the sting opera¬ 
tion that culminated with 
Mohamud’s arrest in No¬ 
vember 2010. 

Mohamud has been 
charged with attempting 
to blow up Portland’s 2010 
Christmas tree-lighting cer¬ 
emony. The bomb was a 
fake provided by the FBI. □ 


stories — until Wednesday. 
Among the outstanding 
questions Thursday: Why 
didn’t Te’o ever clarify the 
nature of his relationship as 
the story took on a life of its 
own? 

Te'o's agent, Tom Con¬ 
don, said the athlete had 
no plans to make any pub¬ 
lic statements Thursday in 
Bradenton, Fla., where he 
has been training with oth¬ 
er NFL hopefuls at the IMG 
Academy. Notre Dame 
said Te’o found ouf fhat 
Kekau was not a real per¬ 
son through a phone call 
he received at an awards 
ceremony in Orlando, Fla., 
on Dec. 6. He told Notre 
Dame coaches about the 
situation on Dec. 26. 

The AP’s media review 
turned up two instances 


during that gap when the 
football star mentioned 
Kekua in public. 

Te’o was in New York for 
the Heisman presentation 
on Dec. 8 and, during an 
interview before the cer¬ 
emony that ran on the 
WSBT.com, the website for 
a Soufh Bend TV sfation, 
Te'o said: “I mean, I don'f 
like cancer af all. I lost both 
my grandparents and my 
girlfriend to cancer. 

So I’ve really tried to go 
to children’s hospitals and 
see, you know, children.” 

In a story that ran in the 
Daily Press of Newport 
News, Va., on Dec. 11, Te’o 
recounted why he played 
a few days after he found 
out Kekau died in Septem¬ 
ber, and the day she was 
supposedly buried. □ 
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Authentic'Aruban Seafood 


Enjoy our 
much celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 


Appetizer^) * Fish Soup 
-• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

^Entree^^) * Fresh Catch of the Day 

-- y prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream ___ 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


25th ANNIVERSARY 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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Judge dismisses terror charges against US cleric 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — A federal 
judge on Thursday dis¬ 
missed terrorism support 
and conspiracy charges 
against the younger of two 
Muslim clerics accused of 
tunneling thousands of dol¬ 
lars to the Pakistani Taliban, 
citing a lack of evidence. 
The judge ruled that “no 
rational trier of fact” could 
convict 26-year-old Izhar 
Khan, who is imam at a 
mosque in suburban Mar¬ 
gate north of Fort Lauder¬ 
dale. Trial is continuing 
against his father, 77-year- 
old Hafiz Khan. U.S. District 
Judge Robert Scola said 
the evidence against the 
older Khan is much stron¬ 
ger. “This court will not al¬ 
low the sins of the father to 
be visited upon the son,” 
Scola wrote in a seven- 
page order. 

Federal prosecutors earlier 
dropped charges against 
another of Hafiz Khan’s 
sons who also had minimal 
involvement. Izhar Khan’s 
attorney, Joseph Rosen¬ 
baum, said a judge's dis¬ 
missal of charges is rare, 
particularly in a case linked 
to international terrorism. 


“It shows that the justice 
system does work despite 
going against the federal 
government,” Rosenbaum 
said. “I’ve always believed 
Izhar was innocent. The 
judge really paid attention 
and the evidence was not 
there.” 

Izhar Khan, who has been 
jailed in since his May 2011 
arrest, was immediately 
freed after the judge’s de¬ 
cision. 

“I’m happy with the justice 
system, to say the least, 
and I think justice was 
served,” he told reporters 
outside Miami’s downtown 
federal court complex. 
Hafiz Khan, imam at a 
downtown Miami mosque, 
still faces four terrorism 
support-related charges 
that each carry maximum 
15-year prison sentences. 
Prosecutors said Hafiz Khan 
orchestrated the sending 
of at $50,000 to the Paki¬ 
stani Taliban between 2008 
and 2010, money that was 
allegedly used to help mu- 
jahedeen fighters attack 
Pakistani and U.S. targets. 

In his order, Scola noted 
that the older Khan was 
recorded by the FBI talk¬ 
ing “openly and brazenly” 



Attorney Joseph Rosenbaum, left, and his client Izhar Khan, 
outside the Federal Courthouse in Miami Thursday, Jan. 17,2013. 
A federal judge has dismissed terrorism support and conspiracy 
charges against Khan who was accused with his father of 
tunneling cash to the Pakistani Taliban. Trial for Khan's father, 77 
year-old Hafiz Khan, is continuing in federal court. 

(AP Photo) 


about raising money to 
help overthrow the Paki¬ 
stani government so that 
strict Islamic law could be 
imposed. The recordings 
showed Hafiz Khan praised 
suicide bomb attacks in 
Pakistan and the attempt 
in May 2010 by Faisal 
Shahzad to detonate a 
bomb in New York's Times 
Square. 

“He actually did send mon¬ 
ey to friends and family in 
Pakistan knowing that the 
money was going to be di¬ 
rected to support the Paki¬ 
stani Taliban,” Scola wrote 
of the elder Khan. 

Izhar Khan, by contrast, 
barely appeared on the 
FBI recordings and never 
discussed violence. He 
was involved in two trans¬ 
actions to Pakistan total¬ 
ing about $1,100 at a time 
when many Pakistanis liv¬ 
ing in the U.S. were send¬ 
ing money to family mem¬ 
bers dealing with Taliban 
violence in that country's 
Swat Valley. 

The biggest transaction in¬ 
volved Izhar Khan's sister, 
Amina Khan, who has also 
been indicted in the U.S. 
case but remains in Paki¬ 
stan. □ 


Boeing plans to carry on with 787 production 


JOSHUA FREED 
AP Business Writer 

Boeing plans to keep build¬ 
ing its flagship jetliner while 
engineers try to solve bat¬ 
tery problems that have 
grounded most of the 787 
fleet. 

It’s not clear how long 
the investigation — or the 
fix — will take. But it won’t 
be cheap for Boeing or for 
the airlines that had sought 
the prestige of flying the 
world’s most sophisticated 
passenger plane — a mar¬ 
vel of aviation technol¬ 
ogy that right now can’t 
even leave the tarmac, let 
alone cross continents and 
oceans. 

Boeing's newest jet was 
grounded worldwide Thurs¬ 
day after one suffered a 
battery fire and another 
had to make an emergen¬ 
cy landing because pilots 
smelled something burn¬ 
ing. Airlines and regulators 


canceled all Dreamliner 
flights. 

The groundings were a sign 
of how seriously regula¬ 


tors take any threat of an 
in-flight fire. National Trans¬ 
portation Safety Board 
photos of the battery con¬ 
tainer from a Jan. 7 fire 
on a Japan Airlines plane 
showed a blue box with 


black smudges and black¬ 
ened wiring and batteries 
inside. 

LOT Polish Airlines suffered 


(AP Photo/Bruce Smith) 

the highest-profile embar¬ 
rassment of any of Boeing’s 
customers late Wednes¬ 
day, just as it was showing 
off new service between 
Warsaw and Chicago. 

The plane's captain 


learned of the FAA ground¬ 
ing order while making the 
inaugural flight from War¬ 
saw to Chicago. The air¬ 
line canceled the return 
trip — and a ceremony at 
O’Hare Airport that was to 
include airline officials and 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel. 
Passengers who were ea¬ 
ger to ride the airline’s first 
flight back to Warsaw had 
to look for a hotel room in¬ 
stead. 

Bartek Pshyborvski was 
supposed to be on the 
canceled flight to Warsaw. 
Ouoting from the sign be¬ 
hind the LOT ticket coun¬ 
ter, he said: “It's funny to 
read ‘First European airline 
to fly Boeing 787 Dreamlin¬ 
er.' Oops. Big oops.” 

The airline said Thursday 
that it may seek compen¬ 
sation from Boeing for the 
grounding of its two 787s. 
Boeing currently builds five 
787s per month. 


It hasn’t delivered any 
since Jan. 3, before the 
plane started experiencing 
a spate of problems that 
also included fuel and oil 
leaks, a cracked cockpit 
window and a computer 
glitch that erroneously indi¬ 
cated a brake problem. 
Boeing spokeswoman Lori 
Gunter said no deliveries 
had been scheduled dur¬ 
ing that time. She declined 
to discuss planned deliver¬ 
ies. 

Regardless of delivery 
schedules, it’s cheaper for 
Boeing to build the planes 
and then go back and fix 
them than it is to shut down 
production. 

All Nippon Airways said its 
18th 787 is due at the end 
of this month, but it won’t 
take delivery until 787 
flights resume. 

The FAA grounding was 
a stunning setback for 
Boeing.Q 



assemble a 787 jetliner. The company said Thursday that 
production continues normally at the plant despite the FAA 
grounding 787s now in service to check the safety of on board 
batteries. 
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Early Bird Special 


Save $12,50 an afl you can eat at Aruba's #1 Steakhouse 
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At GOP retreat, Ryan urges unity on fiscal issues 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WILLIAMSBURG, Va. - As 

House Republicans hun¬ 
kered down here for a two- 
day retreat to discuss the 
future of their conference. 
Rep. Paul D. Ryan of Wis¬ 
consin warned members 
that they had to “recog¬ 
nize the realities of the di¬ 
vided government that we 
have” and urged mem¬ 
bers to unite behind lead¬ 
ership on the coming fiscal 
debates. 

Ryan, the chairman of the 
budget committee, told 
reporters that he thought 
some of the divisiveness 
that had plagued House 
Republicans under the 
leadership of Speaker John 
A. Boehner would most 
likely subside once mem¬ 
bers understood the com¬ 
ing battles and challenges. 
“I think what matters most 
is people have a very clear 
view of what's coming so 
that there are no surprises, 
and that means setting ex¬ 
pectations accordingly, so 
that we can proceed in a 
unified basis,” Ryan said. 
“And the reason we’re do¬ 
ing this kind of facilitation 
right now is we want every 
member to understand all 
of the issues and all of the 


consensus on a plan and 
move forward and pro¬ 
ceed.” 

Referring to the end of the 
previous Congress, which 


left the House, the Senate 
and the White House rac¬ 
ing against a deadline to 
pass legislation to offset 
across-the-board tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts 
needed to avert a finan¬ 
cial crisis, he added, “We 
have the time to do that, 
whereas before it was a 


little more rushed, and we 
didn’t have the time.” 

The former vice presiden¬ 
tial candidate has main¬ 
tained a low profile since 


returning to Congress, but 
he surprised some when 
he voted with Boehner on 
the tax deal devised by the 
White House and Senate 


Republicans to avert the 
so-called fiscal cliff. 

Ryan also signaled that his 
conference might be flex¬ 
ible when it comes to the 
coming debate about the 
debt limit. 

“We're discussing the pos¬ 
sible virtue of a short-term 
debt limit extension so that 
we have a better chance 
of getting the Senate and 
White House involved in 
discussions in March,” he 
said. 

But reining in outsize spend¬ 
ing and a soaring deficit still 
remains a top Republican 
priority, Ryan emphasized. 
“We think the worst thing 
for the economy for this 
Congress and this admin¬ 
istration would be to do 
nothing to get our debt 
and deficits under con¬ 
trol,” he said. “We think the 
worst thing for the econo¬ 
my is to move past these 
events that are occurring 
with no progress made on 
the debt and deficits."□ 



House Budget Committee Chairman Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. walking on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


consequences, so that we 
can come together with 
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Pakistani cleric ends rally after government deal 


MUNIR AHMED 
ZARAR KHAN 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Paki¬ 
stani officials struck a deal 
late Thursday with a fiery 
Muslim cleric to end four 
days of anti-government 
protests by thousands of 
his supporters that largely 
paralyzed the capital and 
put intense pressure on the 
government. 

The demonstration came 
at a time when the govern¬ 
ment is facing challenges 
on several fronts, includ¬ 
ing from the country’s top 
court. The Supreme Court 
ordered the arrest of the 
prime minister earlier in the 
week in connection with 
a corruption case, but the 
government's anti-corrup¬ 
tion chief refused to act on 
Thursday, citing a lack of 


evidence. 

Tahir-ul-Qadri, the 61-year- 
old cleric who led the 
protests in Islamabad, gal¬ 
vanized many Pakistanis 
with his message alleging 
that the nation's politicians 
are corrupt thieves who 
care more about lining 
their pockets than dealing 
with the country's pressing 
problems, such as electric¬ 
ity shortages, high unem¬ 
ployment and deadly at¬ 
tacks by Islamic militants. 
He demanded electoral 
reform to prevent corrupt 
politicians from standing 
for elections. 

But his demand that the 
government be dissolved 
and replaced by a military- 
backed caretaker admin¬ 
istration raised concerns 
that he was being used by 
the nation’s powerful army 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B. 


. & FUN! 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


PALM BEACH #33-A VTWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 


to try to delay parliamen¬ 
tary elections expected 
this spring. Qadri has de¬ 
nied any connection to the 
army, which has a history 


of toppling civilian gov¬ 
ernments in military coups 
and has done little to hide 
its disdain for the country's 
politicians. 

Qadri returned late last 
year from Canada and 
became a significant polit¬ 
ical force almost overnight, 
leveraging support from a 
large cadre of religious 


followers in Pakistan and 
abroad. Tens of thousands 
of people responded to 
his call to hold a protest in 
Islamabad and camped 


out in the main avenue 
running through the city, 
huddling beneath blankets 
at night to ward off the 
cold. 

But Qadri was left politically 
isolated Wednesday when 
a large group of opposi¬ 
tion parties collectively an¬ 
nounced that they would 
not support the protest and 


opposed any movement 
that threatened democ¬ 
racy. Their response and 
suggestions by the coun¬ 
try’s interior minister that 
the government would 
use force to disperse the 
protesters might have fac¬ 
tored into the cleric’s deci¬ 
sion to strike a deal, which 
appeared to fall short of his 
demands. The protesters 
also were being drenched 
by heavy rain. 

The government agreed 
to meet with Qadri after 
he announced that Thurs¬ 
day would be the last day 
of the protest while warn¬ 
ing that he would let the 
protesters decide how to 
respond if the government 
failed to meet his demands 
by the afternoon. 

The agreement was 
reached after hours of 
negotiation inside a bul¬ 
letproof container the re¬ 
ligious leader was using at 
the demonstration site. The 
bizarre scene was broad¬ 
cast on TV as cameras 
filmed the group’s meet¬ 
ing through the container's 
window. □ 



People gather outside the Provincial assembly during a pro¬ 
democracy protest in Lahore, Pakistan. 

(AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary) 


Gadhafi’s son appears in Libyan court 


ESAM MOHAMED 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — 

The imprisoned son of 
slain dictator Moammar 
Gadhafi made his first 
appearance on Thursday 
in a local court on charges 
of harming state security, 
attempting to escape 
prison and insulting the 
nation’s new flag, Libya's 
official news agency said. 
LANA says the trial of Seif 
al-lslam Gadhafi, the 
ousted leader’s longtime 
heir apparent, was held 
in the western town of 
Zintan where he is being 
held by militiamen. The 
spokesman of Libya’s 
General Prosecutor Taha 


Baara quoted Seif al-lslam 
as saying: “only God will 
defend me.” 

The charges are linked 
to his June meeting with 
an International Criminal 
Court delegation accused 
of smuggling documents 
and a camera to him in 
his cell. The four-member 
team was detained by 
Zintan rebels but released 
after the ICC made an 
apology and pledged to 
investigate the incident. 
The ICC declined 
comment on what it called 
“national proceedings,” 
which on Thursday were 
adjourned until May so 
that a lawyer could be 
assigned Seif al-lslam, the 


most senior member of the 
ousted Gadhafi regime to 
be captured alive in 2011. 
The delegation that visited 
in June included an 
Australian lawyer named 
Melinda Taylor who 
was assigned by ICC to 
represent Seif al-lslam in the 
main proceedings against 
him — he is charged with 
crimes against humanity 
for alleged involvement 
in attacks on civilians in 
the early stages of the 
popular uprising against his 
father’s four-decade rule. 
Former spy chief Abdullah 
al-Senoussi, who was 
extradited from Mauritania 
last year, is facing similar 
chargesO 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments, Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 
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The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 
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* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 



Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 


Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 


per couple for the afternoon cruise 


staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 
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Syrian gunmen kill more than 100 in Sunni village 


BASSEM MROUE 
ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — Gunmen 
loyal to President Bashar 
Assad swept through a 
mainly Sunni farming vil¬ 
lage in central Syria this 
week, torching houses and 
killing more than 100 peo¬ 
ple, including women and 
children, opposition activ¬ 
ists said Thursday. 


The reported slayings fu¬ 
eled accusations that pro¬ 
government militiamen are 
trying to drive majority Sun¬ 
nis out of areas near main 
routes to the coast to en¬ 
sure control of an Alawite 
enclave as the country’s 
civil war increasingly takes 
on sectarian overtones. 
Activists said the attackers 
were from nearby areas 
dominated by Shiite Mus¬ 
lims and allied Alawites. 
Assad and most of the top 
officials in his regime be¬ 
long to the minority Alawite 
sect, a Shiite offshoot. 

The events in Haswiyeh, 
an impoverished farm¬ 
ing area on the edge of 
Homs, unfolded on Tues¬ 


day and Wednesday, but 
only came to light Thursday 
as the reported scale of the 
killings became apparent. 
An amateur video post¬ 
ed online showed veiled 
women sitting on the floor 
surrounded by children 
as they described a hor¬ 
rific scene of gunmen killing 
people and burning bod¬ 
ies. 

“They slaughtered mem¬ 


bers of the same families 
then turned the diesel heat¬ 
ers on them,” one of the 
women said, adding that 
some homes were robbed 
of money and jewelry as 
well. “We did not fight and 
we had no gunmen. We 
are all workers trying to 
make a living.” 

Another video showed a 
charred room with what 
appeared to be two black¬ 
ened bodies on the floor. A 
man could be heard weep¬ 
ing in the background. The 
caption said the video is 
from Haswiyeh. 

The videos appeared gen¬ 
uine and corresponded 
to other Associated Press 
reporting on the events 


depicted, although exact 
details of what happened 
were unclear and could 
not be independently veri¬ 
fied because of restrictions 
on independent media. 

A government official in 
Damascus denied the re¬ 
ports, saying no such killings 
took place in the area and 
accusing rebels of using ci¬ 
vilians as “human shields.” 
He spoke on condition of 


anonymity because he 
was not authorized to brief 
the media. 

However, the pro-gov¬ 
ernment daily newspaper 
Al-Watan reported Thurs¬ 
day that Syrian troops ad¬ 
vanced in the country¬ 
side of Homs “cleansing 
the villages of Haswiyeh 
and Dweir as well as their 
fields" from gunmen. It did 
not elaborate. The attacks 
come amid a spike in vio¬ 
lence in Syria and a partic¬ 
ularly bloody week. 

Activists on Thursday night 
said a foreign journalist 
died while covering clash¬ 
es between rebels and re¬ 
gime forces in the northern 
city of Aleppo. The Aleppo 



A Free Syrian Army fighter holds his weapon during clashes with government forces. 

(AP Photo/Andoni Lubaki) 


Media Center, a network of 
anti-regime activists in the 
city, said the journalist was 
shot by a regime sniper po¬ 
sitioned on the roof of the 
Aleppo central prison near 
the Museilmeh district. 

The claim could not be in¬ 


dependently verified. 
Twenty-eight journalists 
were killed in Syria in 2012, 
prompting the Commit¬ 
tee to Protect Journalists to 
name Syria the most dan¬ 
gerous country in the world 
to work in last year.Q 
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Indonesian capital paralyzed by floods; at least 4 died 


ALI KOTARUMALOS 
NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesia’s army de¬ 
ployed rubber boats in the 
capital’s business district on 
Thursday to rescue people 
trapped in floods that inun¬ 
dated much of the city of 
14 million people. The presi¬ 
dent was pictured standing 
in water up to his shins — his 
trousers rolled up — at the 
palace waiting for the ar¬ 
rival of Argentina's leader 
on a state visit. 

The floods were the most 
widespread to hit Jakarta 
in recent memory. Authori¬ 
ties said at least four peo¬ 
ple were killed and 20,000 
evacuated. 

Many more homes were in¬ 
undated following around 
five hours of heavy over¬ 
night rain that coursed 
through rivers already swol¬ 
len by a long monsoon sea¬ 
son. 

Few areas in the city were 
spared, from wealthy sub¬ 
urbs to riverside slums and 
gleaming downtown busi¬ 
ness blocks. 

Offices and schools were 
deserted and traffic ground 


to a halt. The international 
airport was operating nor¬ 
mally, but travelers were 
finding it hard to get there. 
“This is horrible,” said Ya- 


nitha Damayanti, a bank 
teller stranded downtown. 
“For the first time in my life, 
downtown Jakarta has 


flooded.” 

The cify has long been 
prone to floods, but suc¬ 
cessive governments have 
done little to mitigate the 


threat. 

Deforestation in the hills to 
the south of the city, chaot¬ 
ic planning and the rubbish 


that clogs the hundreds of 
rivers and waterways that 
crisscross the city are some 
of the factors behind the 
floods. 


The city’s vulnerability ex¬ 
poses the country’s poor 
infrastructure even as it 
has posted impressive eco¬ 


nomic growth in recent 
years. 

President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono and the coun¬ 
try's foreign minister were 
pictured standing in water 
up to their shins at the presi¬ 
dential palace waiting for 
the arrival of Argentina’s 
President Christina Kirchner, 
who is on a state visit. 

The meeting of the two 
leaders apparently went 
ahead. 

“I have no problem with 
the palace being flooded, 
“Yudhoyono said. “The 
most important thing is the 
people are protected.” 

In some places, water lev¬ 
els were up to 2 meters (6 
1/2 feet) high. 

Seen from above, the main 
road through the heart of 
the city resembled a mud¬ 
dy river. 

Even as authorities strug¬ 
gled to rescue those 
trapped and provide them 
food and shelter, some 
were thinking of the eco¬ 
nomic cost. 

“This is an extraordinary di¬ 
saster,” said Syamsuddin 
Basri. 

“I had to cancel many im¬ 
portant business deals."Q 



A man pushes his motorcycle through a flooded street in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Jan. 17, 
2013. Floods regularly hit parts of Jakarta in the rainy season, but Thursday's inundation following 
an intense rain storm appeared especially widespread. 

(AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana.) 



Restaurant 

SPECIAL 

First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILAN AISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 24.00 plus Service Charge 

In combination with coupons will be 
a surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION LA 583-8809 

l.G. Smith Blvtl 160 near the tow rise Hotels 



Kenya study: 

Big jump in elephant poaching deaths 


JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 14-year study of 
a nearly 1,000 elephants in Kenya shows an 
alarming death rate among older males 
— those with large, valuable tusks — and 
an acceleration in poaching deaths, the 
group Save The Elephants said Thursday. 
The study said that in 2000 the region of 
Samburu had 38 known elephant males 
over 30 years of age. But 2011 only five of 
those original 38 were still alive. Almost half 
of the known females over 30 years also 
died during this period, at least half from 
illegal killings, the study found. 

Targeted poaching deaths of Africa’s ele¬ 
phants have accelerated in the last sever¬ 
al years. The killings are driven by the rising 
price of ivory as demand increases across 
Asia — and especially in China — tor the 
rare natural resource. 

Animal experts worry that unless China’s 
increasingly wealthy middle class can be 
educated about how elephants must be 
killed in order to provide the ivory used to 
make small, coveted trinkets, the world’s 
elephant population will be in danger of 
being hunfed to extinction. 

“Ivory demand and prices have reached 


a point at which poachers are willing to 
target well-protected, closely monitored 
populations,” said lain Douglas-Flamilton, 
founder of Save The Elephants, in a state¬ 
ment to release the report. “This is now 
being replicated in other protected areas 
across Africa.” 

The new study, published Wednesday in 
PLOS One, a peer-reviewed online sci¬ 
entific journal, found that the elephants 
of Samburu appeared to recognize the 
threat they faced and increased their re¬ 
productive rate. 

Africa’s elephants last faced a threat to 
their survival in the 1970s and 1980s. But the 
banning of ivory helped stem the threat 
until recent years, when the price again 
began climbing, increasing the incentive 
for poachers, corrupt government agents 
and even militant groups to kill elephants 
for their ivory. 

Every week brings new reports of shipping 
containers full of tons of ivory discovered 
at ports in Africa or on the receiving end 
in Asia. Earlier this month a family of 12 ele¬ 
phants was killed in Kenya’s largest wildlife 
park; all fheir tusks were removed. 
Douglas-Flamilton believes the battle has 
not yet been lost, thoughO 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

* LUNCH * DINNER 


FREE lEUVERT OVER $41 

for hi m low Rise hohi gismii:i - inciodingthibiachf 


TEL 


ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKES 


$6.99 


E ^ 



2 EGGS, TOAST 


$4.49 


FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 






OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A.M. -10:00 ISH 

meat ed behind SEflaft irabs, across eaom the hadissdn hotel 
Serving breakfast from 8:00 am til 12:00 noon 


5 _ T| r 

Burg^s^Aruba 

BURGERS KANOPRESSED / DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! 




Venezuela military seen playing central power broker 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— In a country riven by 
political strife, Venezuela’s 
military often has served 
as the arbiter of power. It 
has launched coups and 
frustrated them and dis¬ 
patched soldiers to guar¬ 
antee stability, distributing 
food, fighting crime and 
securing oil fields. 

Now with President Hugo 
Chavez battling for his 
life, the stance of the 
134,000-strong armed forc¬ 
es again will be crucial. 
Divisions within the military 
have clouded attempts 
to determine who it might 
support among Chavez 
loyalists or if it would side 
with the opposition. While 
the military's leadership is 
packed with Chavez sup¬ 
porters, the officer corps 
may not be so loyal. Much 
will depend on what 
Chavez’s political heirs do 
in the coming weeks. 
Experts and former military 
officers agree that the gov¬ 
erning duo of Vice Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro and 
National Assembly Presi¬ 
dent Diosdado Cabello 
has been unable to fill the 
leadership vacuum creat¬ 
ed by Chavez’s five-week 
absence and silence. With¬ 
out a commander in chief, 
there is no one to ensure 
unity or guarantee contin¬ 
ued loyalty through pro¬ 
motions and retirements. 
Retired army Gen. Antonio 
Rivero was one of the first to 
sound the alarm about the 
leadership gap when he 
told the Venezuelan news 
website Noticias24 that if 
Chavez didn’t return from 


Cuba for his Jan. 10 swear¬ 
ing-in, the armed forces 
from that point on would 
“not have a commander 
in chief.” He’s since gone 
into hiding after state intel¬ 
ligence agents came to his 
house looking for him. He 
said in an interview that he 
had sparked government 
ire by accusing it of letting 
Cubans influence the mili¬ 
tary. 

Maduro, for his part, has 
repeatedly tried to put to 
rest any questions about 
the military’s loyalties by 
rallying troops and publicly 
appearing alongside top 
brass. 

On Wednesday, the vice 
president celebrated the 
supposed support of hun¬ 
dreds of soldiers gath¬ 
ered at the Fort Tiuna mili¬ 
tary base in Caracas. At 
the end of the televised 
speech, a band struck up 
a Venezuelan folk song 
and soldiers clapped in 
time to the lyrics “Onward, 
commander!” 

“(Chavez) told us to trans¬ 
mit from his heart to the 
Bolivarian national armed 
forces all his appreciation 
for so much loyalty toward 
him as a humble soldier of 
this country,” Maduro said. 
“Thanks to everybody for 
so much loyalty and for so 
much love.” 

Opposition leader Hen- 
rique Capriles has also 
trumpeted his military ties, 
announcing last week in a 
news conference that he 
has been in touch with of¬ 
ficers and suggested they 
would step in to ensure 
leaders follow the coun¬ 
try’s laws governing what 
should happen in a transi¬ 





Throughout his 14 years in 
power, Chavez has proved 
masterful at commandeer¬ 
ing support both inside and 
outside the military. With 
his natural political touch 
and ramped-up public aid 
programs, Chavez has eas¬ 
ily won re-election three 
times, including in Octo¬ 
ber when he defeated 
Capriles with 55 percent of 
the vote.v Since taking of¬ 
fice in 1999, Chavez has at¬ 
tempted to transform the 
rank and file into defend¬ 
ers of his socialist-inspired 
policies. After a 2002 coup 
that included rebellious 
soldiers briefly dislodged 
him from power, Chavez 
returned to the presidential 
palace only after loyalists 
within the military stepped 
in to put down the uprising, 
and he subsequently pro¬ 
moted allies. □ 


tion. 

The military, like the rest 
of the country, is in limbo, 
awaiting the outcome of 
Chavez’s fourth cancer 
surgery. 

Government officials have 
insisted they can indefi¬ 
nitely postpone the presi¬ 
dent's swearing-in, which 
the constitution had set 


for Jan. 10, as long as he's 
physically incapacitated. 
Opposition leaders say the 
move is unconstitutional 
although it was ratified by 
the Supreme Court. 

“The Armed Force also has 
a role to play here ... of re¬ 
specting the constitution,” 
Capriles said during a news 
conference. 


Members of Venezuela's Bolivarian militia attend the symbolic 
inauguration for President Hugo Chavez in Caracas, Venezuela. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

* POKER * BLACK JACK 

* DAILY BINGO * THREE CARD POKER 

* SP0RTSB00K * CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

* THE LATEST GAMES * ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS * CRAPS TABLE 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 

For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 









































FRIDAY 18 JANUARY 2013 


EWORLD NEWS 


m 


LATIN & CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

Venezuelan art exhibit focuses on Chavez 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — A group of Venezuelan 
artists has contributed paintings of President Hugo 
Chavez to a new government-organized exhibit dedi¬ 
cated to the ailing leader. The exhibit includes portraits 
of Chavez with his mother and daughter, as well as a 
painting of a saluting Chavez superimposed on a map 
of South America. The exhibit is titled “Chavez Lives 
and Will Prevail.” The 23 works also include two pho¬ 
tographs. The exhibit opened Wednesday in the Ca¬ 
racas Museum located in city mayor's office and will 
be on display for two weeks. Chavez has been fighting 
an unspecified type of pelvic cancer and remains in 
Cuba. □ 

Mexico bus driver, assistant, age 14, slain 

ACAPULCO, Mexico (AP) — Witnesses in the Mexican 
resort of Acapulco say a band of gunmen chased 
passengers off a bus and then killed the driver and his 
14-year-old assistant. The attackers set the bus on fire 
and fled. People at the scene say gunmen intercept¬ 
ed the bus, than the gunmen ordered screaming pas¬ 
sengers to get off and shot the driver and his young as¬ 
sistant who collected fares. The gunmen left after pour¬ 
ing gasoline in the bus and setting it afire, burning the 
two victims. The bus was traveling on the highway that 
runs between Acapulco and the resort of Zihuatanejo 
and was headed to the village of Pie de la Cuesta. □ 

Cops can carry weapons for personal use 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — The Brazilian army has autho¬ 
rized law enforcement officers to carry heavy caliber 
weapons for personal use, a move critics say could 
lead to more gun-related violence. Army spokesman 
Col. Nador Brandao said that state, civilian and high¬ 
way police officers will be able to buy the weapons to 
protect themselves. The army has jurisdiction over most 
law enforcement agencies in Brazil. Ligia Rechenberg 
is the coordinator of the “I am for Peace” violence pre¬ 
vention group. She tells the O Globo newspaper that 
police will buy weapons “they don't know how to han¬ 
dle and that puts them and the population at risk.” □ 

Guilty plea in USVI public corruption case 

ST. THOMAS, U.S. Virgin Islands (AP) — A former sena¬ 
tor in the U.S. Virgin Islands has pleaded guilty to rack¬ 
eteering in a public corruption case. Alvin Williams en¬ 
tered the plea to one of nine charges against him. He 
faces up to 20 years in prison at his April sentencing. 
Williams admitted attempting to bribe an official to 
steer business to a company owned by his father and 
to soliciting bribes from developers. The politician also 
admitted to demanding kickbacks from his legislative 
staff and to having staff members do his coursework for 
an online college degree. Williams appeared down¬ 
cast as he entered his plea federal court in St. Thomas. 

‘Anonymous’ hacks Mexico army website 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The hacker movement known as 
“Anonymous Mexico” has posted a statement con¬ 
demning “the bad government” on the press section of 
Mexico's Defense Department website. The statement 
signed by group appeared on the press link for the 
site as late as early Thursday. The statement includes 
a video showing street protests on Dec. 1, when police 
cracked down on anti-government demonstratorsO 


At least 1 dead in Honduras drug raid 


TEGUCIGALPA, Hondu¬ 
ras (AP) — At least one 
suspected drug trafficker 
died in the first U.S.-sup- 
ported anti-narcotics raid 
in Honduras following a 
five-month suspension in 
radar intelligence sharing 
between the countries, au¬ 
thorities said. 


The cooperation was halt¬ 
ed after the Honduran air 
force shot down two sus¬ 
pected drug planes in vio¬ 
lation of agreements with 
Washington. 

The Honduran navy said 
late Wednesday that one 
of three Jamaican men on 
a go-fast boat carrying 350 


kilograms (772 pounds) of 
cocaine died when a Hon¬ 
duran coast guard vessel 
rammed the craft before 
dawn about 4 kilometers 
(2.5 miles) off the country’s 
northern coast. 

Rear Adm. Rigoberto Espi¬ 
nal said one of the other 
Jamaicans jumped into 
the sea and disappeared, 
but his fate had not been 
confirmed. The third man 
was detained. 

The Jamaicans “did not 
put up any armed resis¬ 
tance, but we had to ram 
the boat with a coast 
guard vessel, with the un¬ 
fortunate result that one of 
the crew members died," 
Espinal said. “The other 
was detained and the third 
jumped into the sea. They 
usually throw their weap¬ 
ons into the sea when we 
arrive.” 

“The survivor has already 
been interrogated by DEA 
agents who are with us,” 
Espinal said. 

Dawn Dearden, a spokes¬ 
woman for the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra¬ 
tion, said there was no DEA 
involvement in the opera¬ 
tion. 

Espinal also said DEA 
agents did not participate 
directly in the raid. “The 
United States informed us 
of the boat's location by 
radar... and we started the 
chase,” he said. 

“This is the first successful 
anti-drug operation since 
the re-establishment of the 
radar signals by the United 
States," Espinal said. Q 



A marine belonging to the Honduras Navy stands guard over 
a man who navy authorities identified as a Jamaican citizen 
allegedly arrested after a raid that seized 772 pounds (350 
kilograms) of cocaine at the Naval base in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, Wednesday, Jan 16, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Antonio) 

Philippines: 

Son of slain 


general now military chief 


JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— The son of a Philippine 
army general killed with 34 
of his men by Muslim guer¬ 
rillas in a 1977 massacre 
assumed the country’s top 
military post on Thursday, 
calling on insurgents to 
abandon their decades- 
long rebellions and vowing 
to respect human rights in 
all military campaigns. 

Lt. Gen. Emmanuel Bau¬ 
tista said in austere cer¬ 


emonies led by President 
Benigno Aquino III that 
the 120,000-strong military 
needed to be freed up 
from counterinsurgency 
operations to allow gov¬ 
ernment troops to focus 
on other urgent tasks, in¬ 
cluding strengthening the 
country's territorial de¬ 
fense. 

The Philippines has had 
recent territorial rifts with 
China over disputed South 
China Sea areas. 

Bautista, 54, said he was 


dedicating the final chap¬ 
ter of his military career to 
his father, a one-star army 
general who was gunned 
down with his men by Mus¬ 
lim rebels from the Moro 
National Liberation Front 
who had invited him to 
a peace dialogue in the 
coastal town of Patikul in 
October 1977 on southern 
Jolo island. 

He said his father “was 
and will always be my in¬ 
spiration and role model 
as a soldier for peace.”□ 
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2013 Chill Flip Flop Beach Party 

See Page 14 
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This Sunday, January 20th, at Surfside Beach: 


Hot Time Expected At The Chill Flip Flop Beach Party! 


ORANJESTAD - Two years ago, 
local beer brewer Balashi intro¬ 
duced a smooth, refreshing new 
brew called Balashi Chill. 

This beer has been so successful 
on the local market that Balashi 
has announced that it will throw 
a mega-beach party in honor of 
Balashi Chill's 2 nd Anniversaery! 
“Our product represents good 
times, entertainment and unfor¬ 
gettable moments. 

And that's exactly what we 
have planned for next week,” 
said Vanessa Hollander, chief 
of marketing and promotions of 
Balashi National Brewery (Brou- 


werij Nacional Balashi), as she 
delivered the news for the fol¬ 
lowing event. 

Balashi National Brewery an¬ 
nounced a public event called 
“Chill Flip Flop Beach Party”. 

The event will take place Janu¬ 
ary 20, 2013, on the beach be¬ 
hind Surfside Arena. Entrance is 
free. 

Cris Cab, will perform, plus our 
own DJs and bands. 

Special guest artist, Cris Cab 
from the U.S. Born to Cuban par¬ 
ents in Miami, barely 19-years- 
old, he's received backing from 
super producer Pharrell Williams, 
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and has recorded with 
Wyclef (Jean of Fugees 
fame) and on top of that 
his song got 7 million hits on 
YouTube. 

Brouwerij Nacional Balashi 
is pleased to have a young 
artist who is very popular 
in the social media. He 
will perform his song live 
with our own DJs and lo¬ 
cal bands, such as DJ Big 
Rig, Upgrade Music, Youth 
Xtreme, Datapanic, DJ Fel¬ 
low and DJ Nutzbeatz. 

This will be an event sure to 
keep everyone talking. 

It needs to be empha¬ 
sized between 4:00pm 
and 4:30pm for each case 
of Chill bought you will re¬ 
ceive a free ice _ because 
without the ice, there is no 
chill. So just come to surf¬ 
side with your jug and your 
bathing suit and you’re 
good! During this event 
Chill will give away prizes 
to attendees and espe¬ 
cially to those chillin’ with 
their Chill-think flip flops, 
sunglasses, hats, tank tops, 
shorts, t-shirts and more. 
And if that was something. 



Brouwerij Nacional Balashi 
will choose the new face 
of Chill during this event. 
Mostly seen on TV and in 
magazine advertising with 
professional models the 
company has decided 
to change directions and 
pick another the new face 
of Aruba’s most popular 
beer. 

And of course, don't forget 
to come in flip flops, be¬ 
cause the idea is to have a 
good time and spend the 
day by the sea, with the 
beer of the moment, and 
just CHILLO 
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Joseph and Madeline honored at the 

Radisson Aruba Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure of hon¬ 
oring a very nice couple whom are loyal 
and friendly visitors of Aruba, at the Radis¬ 
son Aruba Beach Resort, as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. 

The symbolic honorary title is presented in 
the name of the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to guests who visit 
Aruba for 20-or-more consecutive years. 

The honorees were Joseph and Mad¬ 
eline DiGiacomo, from Brooklyn, NY. Jo¬ 


seph and Madeline are loyal guests at the 
Radisson, and they love Aruba very much 
because of the extremely friendly people, 
like Germaine Wever, the Guest Relations 
Manager at the Radisson! 

The sunny weather, endless beaches, 
fabulous restaurants and exciting Casinos 
don’t hurt either! The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ernest Giel of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, together with Germaine Wever 
and staff members of the Radisson Aruba 
Beach Resort. □ 
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Th6 ShOpS at Alhambra Casino 



Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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ATA and Aruba Marriott host Boston TV show “Chronicle” 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA 
(JANUARY 17, 2013) -In 

the week of January 13- 


18 2013, in cooperation 
with the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority (ATA), the Aruba 


Marriott Resort & Stellaris 
Casino host Boston's TV 
show “Chronicle", Ameri¬ 


ca’s longest running local 
news channel. This year 
the “Chronicle” chose to 


feature Aruba in a 30-min- 
ute TV broadcast seg¬ 
ment highlighting the des¬ 
tination and its signature 
activities and attractions. 
Airing nightly at 7:30 p.m. 
the ABC affiliate WCVB- 
TV, Chronicle covers travel, 
food, nightlife and more. 
The Boston crew producer 
Stan Leven, anchor An¬ 
thony Everett and camera 
man Bob Oliver met with 
Marriott's General Man¬ 
ager Tom Calame during 
breakfast at La Vista’s res¬ 
taurant talking about the 
resort and developments 
of the island of Aruba fol¬ 
lowed by a tour of the re¬ 
sort. 

Together with ATA’s repre¬ 
sentative Jonathan Boek- 
houdt the crew visited the 
best spots in Aruba, show¬ 
casing the beautiful island 
to the world. 

The Aruba feature will 
broadcast in the month 
of February to the Boston 
viewers and online www. 
wcvb.com. □ 




Special Offer! 


uxurious condominiums 






US CANY '/ ESIDENCE ARUBA 

luxury living on the island of Aruba 


Call 586 0135 for a 
FREE PICK-UP 


Visit our model home at Salina Serca 197, Noord 

www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 

Choose from stylish condominiums and interconected Villas 








































Switzerland’s Roger Federer 
hits a forehand return to 
Russia’s Nikolay Davyden¬ 
ko during their second 
round match at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open tennis cham¬ 
pionship in Melbourne, 
Australia, Thursday, Jan. 17, 
2013. 

Associated Press 

Federer 
advances 
to 3rd round at 
Australian Open 

DENNIS PASSA 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — With the sun set¬ 
ting at the end of a tor- 
ridly hot day at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, Roger Fe¬ 
derer ensured he made 
the most of a favorable 
evening draw. 

Wearing bright pink 
shoelaces, Federer ad¬ 
vanced to the third 
round with a 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 
win over Russian Nikolay 
Davydenko on Thursday. 
The 17-Grand Slam 
champion was a winner 
of sorts before he even 
stepped out at Rod Laver 
Arena, having received 
the luck of the draw — a 
7 p.m. start time after the 
worst of the 41-degree 
Celsius (106 Fahrenheit) 
heat had subsided. 

“I'm very happy to have 
played so well against 
him,” Federer said of his 
18th win over Davyden¬ 
ko in their 20 matches. 


Continued on page 20 
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Lance Armstrong stripped 
of Olympic bronze medal 



Justin Rose of England follows his ball on the 18th hole during the first round of Abu Dhabi Golf 
Championship in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Abu Dhabi Championship 
Rose, Donaldson lead in Abu Dhabi 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — With Rory 
Mcllroy and Tiger Woods 
struggling to shake off rust, 
Justin Rose and unherald¬ 
ed Jamie Donaldson took 
the spotlight at the Abu 
Dhabi Championship in 
opening rounds of 5-under 
67 to share a one-shot lead 
on Thursday. 

Thorbjorn Olesen of Den¬ 
mark and Pablo Larrazabal 
of Spain were a shot be¬ 
hind. Five others including 
Henrik Stenson of Sweden 
were a further shot back in 
a tie for fifth. 

Mcllroy, opening his season 
with new clubs following 
his multimillion dollar spon¬ 
sorship deal with Nike, fin¬ 
ished with a 3-over 75 and 
risks missing the cut. He re¬ 
peatedly missed fairways 
including a shot on his 12th 
that hit a tree and ended 
up in a car park that led to 
one of his two double bo¬ 
geys. His other double bo¬ 
gey came when he muffed 
a chip in thick rough on his 
par-3 6th. He also putted 
poorly, missing a par putt 
on his 17th and a birdie 
putt on the 18th. 

The top-ranked Mclroy in¬ 
sisted his difficulties had 
more to do with rusty strokes 
than the new equipment 


that he hyped only a few 
days ago. While he repeat¬ 
edly slumped after a bad 
shot or frowned following 
a missed putt, the 2012 Eu¬ 
ropean Tour and U.S. PGA 
Tour money winner seemed 
resigned to the fact that it 
would take time for him to 
adjust to the new clubs. 
“When you go out and 
you’ve got new stuff, you 
are going to be a little anx¬ 
ious and hopefully you play 
well,” Mcllroy said. 

“Feel like I was a little bit 
rusty. Didn't drive the ball 
particularly well which you 
sort of need to around here 
because the rough is very 
thick. Actually hit my irons 
pretty well but just didn’t 
hole any putts.” 

It was the first time Mcllroy 
had two double bogeys in 
a round since he missed 
the cut at the Memorial in 
May. It was also the highest 
score the two-time major 
champion had shot on the 
National course. 

Woods, meanwhile, fin¬ 
ished a rollercoaster round 
at even par after “grinding 
it out.” The 14-time major 
winner had four birdies to 
go along with four bogeys 
and ended his round by 
three-putting his 18th for a 
bogey when he hit the sec¬ 
ond putt too hard. 

“I’m still right there," said 


the second-ranked Woods, 
who was five shots behind 
the leaders. “There's not a 
lot of guys going low out 
there. These fairways are 
tiny to begin with, but there 
are a lot of crosswinds.” 
Woods can thank his short 
game and putter for sal¬ 
vaging the round, saving 
par on several occasions 
and sinking several long 
birdie putts. 

He carded three birdies 
on the last four holes of his 
front nine. 

But he lost that momentum 
on the back nine, when 
he mishit a tee shot that 
led to a bogey on 10, and 
couldn’t hole a short par 
putt on his 11th. 

“I put something up there 
and lost it,” Woods said of 
his bogeys on the back. “I 
had another chance at 3 
to make another bogey 
in row and made a good 
save there. That kind of got 
it going a little bit. But it was 
tough out there. I didn’t hit 
it that well. On top of that, 
this wind just magnifies it. 
You really have to control 
your ball today.” 

Rose came into the tourna¬ 
ment saying he felt he was 
closing the gap on Mcllroy 
and Woods. 


Continued on page 21 


STEPHEN WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — On the 

day he went public with 
an admission of doping af¬ 
ter years of denials, Olym¬ 
pic officials disclosed one 
more embarrassment for 
Lance Armstrong: He was 
stripped of a bronze medal 
won at the 2000 Sydney 
Games. 

The International Olympic 
Committee sent a letter to 
Armstrong on Wednesday 
night asking him to return 
the medal, just as it said it 
planned to do last month. 
The decision was first re¬ 
ported Thursday by The As- 



In a Sept. 30, 2000 file pho¬ 
to, U.S. cyclist Lance Arm¬ 
strong waves after receiv¬ 
ing the bronze medal in the 
men's individual time trials 
at the 2000 Summer Olym¬ 
pics cycling road course in 
Sydney, Australia. 

Associated Press 

sociated Press. 

On Monday, Armstrong 
taped an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey for broad¬ 
cast Thursday and Friday 
on her network. A person 
familiar with the situation 
told the AP that the win¬ 
ner of seven straight Tour 
de France titles confessed 
to Winfrey to using perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs. 
The timing of the IOC move, 
however, was not related 
to the TV interview. 

The IOC executive board 
discussed revoking the 
medal in December, but 
delayed a decision until 
cycling's governing body 
notified Armstrong he had 
been stripped of his seven 
Tour de France titles and all 
results since 1998. He then 
had 21 days to appeal. 
Now that the deadline has 
expired, the IOC decided 
to take the medal away. 


The letter to Armstrong was 
also sent to the U.S. Olym¬ 
pic Committee, which 
would collect the medal. 
“Having had confirmation 
from UCI that Armstrong 
has not appealed the de¬ 
cision to disqualify him from 
Sydney, we have written 
to him to ask for the return 
of the bronze medal,” IOC 
spokesman Mark Adams 
told the AP. “We have also 
written to USOC to inform 
them of the decision.” 

Two months after winning 
his second Tour de France 
title in 2000, Armstrong took 
the bronze in Sydney in the 
road time trial behind win¬ 
ner and U.S. Postal Service 
teammate Vyacheslav Eki- 
mov of Russia and Jan Ull¬ 
rich of Germany. 

The IOC opened a disci¬ 
plinary case in November 
after a U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency report detailed 
widespread doping by 
Armstrong and his team¬ 
mates. 

The report called it the 
most sophisticated doping 
program in sports. 

The IOC will not reallocate 
Armstrong's bronze med¬ 
al, just as cycling's ruling 
body decided not to de¬ 
clare any winners for the 
Tour titles once held by the 
American. 

Spanish rider Abraham 
Olano Manzano, who fin¬ 
ished fourth in Sydney, will 
not be upgraded and the 
bronze medal will be left 
vacant in Olympic records. 
In August, the IOC stripped 
Tyler Hamilton, a former 
Armstrong teammate, of his 
time-trial gold medal from 
the 2004 Athens Olympics 
after he acknowledged 
doping. In that case, Eki- 
mov was upgraded to 
gold. 

The IOC is also investigating 
Levi Leipheimer, a former 
Armstrong teammate who 
won the time-trial bronze 
at the 2008 Beijing Games. 
The American confessed to 
doping as part of his testi¬ 
mony against Armstrong in 
the USADA case. 

The IOC is looking into the 
details of Leipheimer’s ad¬ 
mitted doping, including 
when the cheating took 
place, before moving to 
strip his medal. Q 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 


j MOUSE Of JAPAN 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CENTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm -1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


NHL MVP Malkin returns to Penguins healthy, happy 



Pittsburgh Penguins' Evgeni Malkin (71) of Russia, and captain Sidney Crosby participate in an NHL 
hockey practice at the Consol Energy Center in Pittsburgh Monday, Jan. 14, 2013. 

Associated Press. 


WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — While 
his Pittsburgh Penguins 
teammates got taped up 
before practice this week, 
Evgeni Malkin ducked off 
to the side and picked up 
a couple of personal items 
that’d been waiting for him 
during his four-month work¬ 
ing vacation in his Russia 
homeland. 

The Hart Trophy for being 
named the NHL’s Most 
Valuable Player last sea¬ 
son, and the Art Ross Tro¬ 
phy for leading the league 
in scoring, too. 

Forgive Malkin if he hadn’t 
bothered collecting two 
of the league’s biggest 
awards earlier. The whole 
individual award thing isn’t 
really his deal. 

To be honest, the 26-year- 
old has his sights set on 
something a little more 
cherished this spring. 

Malkin called 2011-12 a 
“lucky" season, even if 
scoring 50 goals and hand¬ 
ing out 59 assists while car¬ 
rying the Penguins for long 
periods took something 
more than simple good 
fortune. 

“I had a big injury and 
came back and played 
well,” Malkin said. “We had 
a great line, but we didn’t 
win the Stanley Cup.” 
Malkin’s dominance put 
to rest any lingering con¬ 
cerns about his surgically 
repaired right knee. Rather 
than take a break from 
the game during the NHL’s 
labor dispute, Malkin re¬ 
turned to Russia to play 
in the Kontinental Hock¬ 
ey League. 

It took a little while to get 
used to the wider sheet of 
ice. Once he made the 
adjustment, he took off, 
finishing with 23 goals and 
42 assists in 37 games. 

“It’s hard playing you 
know, but I like it,” Malkin 
said. 


Yet he was more than hap¬ 
py to get back to his regu¬ 
lar job in the NHL once a 
new collective bargaining 
agreement was reached 
this month. He flew back to 
the U.S. last weekend. Dur¬ 
ing his layover in New York, 
he started text bombing 
teammates in his charm¬ 
ingly truncated version of 
the English language. 

“I’m ready,” he said. “I’m 
in good shape. I’m ready 
to play (the season opener 
in) Philadelphia. The first 
game we've got to start 
hard with lots of hits. I have 
no injuries, nothing is sore." 
Except perhaps his nerves 
following an ugly first- 
round loss to the Flyers in 
the 2012 Stanley Cup play¬ 
offs in which Malkin had 
eight points (three goals) 
in six games. The Penguins 
expect the loss to fuel Mal¬ 
kin, even if duplicating his 
play from a year ago may 
prove difficult. The sublime 
chemistry he had on his 
line last year with wingers 
James Neal and Steve Sul¬ 
livan will change now that 
Sullivan is playing in Phoe¬ 
nix. With Sidney Crosby 100 
percent after dealing with 
concussion-like symptoms 
for more than a year, the 
pressure won’t squarely be 
on Malkin's massive shoul¬ 
ders. 

That's why Crosby isn’t put¬ 
ting it past Malkin to win his 
third scoring title or even 
make a run at consecu¬ 
tive most valuable player 
awards. 

“He’s definitely capable of 
it,” Crosby said. “Whatever 
is his best, we’ll take that 
and I think we'll be fine.” 
Even if getting his arms 
around another group of 
individual awards is the 
furthest thing from Mal¬ 
kin's mind. Following two 
straight first-round playoff 
exits — including one he 
watched in street clothes 
while his knee healed — 


Malkin is focused on the 
Stanley Cup, not stocking 
his own personal trophy 
case. 

“If you could hear him 
speak after two years ago 


The Associated Press 
Whether the nearly four- 
month lockout was worth it 
or not, the National Hock¬ 
ey League and its players 
are set to leave the law¬ 
yers behind and get back 
on the ice. 

The regular season of 82 
games per team that was 
supposed to start in Octo¬ 
ber has been slashed to a 
48-game sprint over only 
99 days. 

It starts with 13 games on 
Saturday, including the 
Pennsylvania state derby 
between the Philadelphia 
Flyers and Pittsburgh Pen¬ 
guins. 

The lockout ended last 
weekend with the league 
winning key concessions 


not being able to play in 
the playoffs and even af¬ 
ter the end of this year with 
how we excited in the play¬ 
offs, it’s not ‘oh well, I got 
the MVP trophy,'” coach 


on salaries and lengths of 
contracts and the players 
association doing well to 
limit the damage and get 
a better pension deal. 
“When you look back at 
the whole process, this is 
the best deal we could 
have got,” Montreal Ca- 
nadiens defenseman Josh 
Gorges said. “It's unfortu¬ 
nate it took as long as it did 
to get here, but that's the 
way negotiations go. 
“We're playing hockey. 
That's all that matters." 
They'll be playing at a hec¬ 
tic pace to get games in 
before the regular season 
ends on April 27. The play¬ 
offs start three days later 
and, if the Stanley Cup fi¬ 
nal goes seven games, will 


Dan Bylsma said. “It’s a to¬ 
tally different mindset than 
the individual awards or 
leading scorer or 50 goals. 
It's team orientated and his 
mindset is there. "□ 


end on June 28. 

It will be a help that all 
games are inside the con¬ 
ferences, reducing travel. 
Injuries, especially pulled 
groins, will be a concern 
with training camps lim¬ 
ited to six days with no 
preseason contests. While 
about 200 players joined 
teams in Europe during the 
lockout, most stayed home 
to skate in small groups at 
city rinks and try to stay in 
shape in the gym. 

New coaches Bob Hartley 
in Calgary, Ralph Krueger 
in Edmonton, Michel Ther- 
rien in Montreal and Adam 
Oates in Washington have 
had little time to imple¬ 
ment systems and get to 
know their players.Q 


NHL action finally back on ice 
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NBA Capsules 

Knicks win in London, beat Pistons 102-87 



Boston Celtics head coach Doc Rivers, left, watches as his son. 
New Orleans Hornets shooting guard Austin Rivers (25) runs past 
during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game in Boston, 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2013. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS LEHOURITES 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Carmelo 
Anthony returned to his 
Olympic gold medal past 
and scored 26 points Thurs¬ 
day to lead the New York 
Knicks to a 102-87 victory 
over the Detroit Pistons. 
Anthony scored 18 in the 
first half as the Knicks (25- 
13) jumped out to a 16-2 
lead before holding a dou¬ 
ble-digit lead for most of 
the game. 

Amare Stoudemire added 
17 points for the Knicks and 
J.R. Smith scored 16. Will By¬ 
num led the Pistons with 22 
points. 

The Pistons (14-25) were 
the home team at the 02 
Arena in London, the site 
of the Olympic gold-med¬ 
al game during last year’s 
London Games. It was the 
third regular-season NBA 
game played at the venue, 
where the then-New Jer¬ 
sey Nets swept the Toronto 
Raptors in a pair of games 
two years ago. 

Anthony and Tyson Chan¬ 
dler were on the team that 
celebrated a gold medal 
for the United States with 


a win over Spain in August. 
Chandler scored 10 points 
on Thursday and pulled 
down 14 rebounds. 
Anthony has now scored at 
least 20 points in 25 straight 
games, extending the lon¬ 
gest such streak of his ca¬ 
reer. 

After Tayshaun Prince net¬ 
ted a pair of free throws for 
the opening points of the 


game, the Knicks went on 
tear. 

Chandler started it off with 
a dunk, and Anthony soon 
followed with a pair of 
3-pointers sandwiched be¬ 
tween Jason Kidd's 3-point- 
er and Chris Copeland’s 
layup. 

Iman Shumpert, in his sea¬ 
son debut after recovering 
from knee surgery, nailed 


another 3-pointer soon af¬ 
ter to complete the 16-0 
run and put the Knicks in 
control. 

Trailing 56-41 at the half, the 
Pistons mounted a third- 
quarter comeback. They 
scored 10 straight points 
midway through the period 
amid their own 16-2 run to 
cut the lead to 67-63. 
Anthony ended the run 
with a pass rather than an¬ 
other basket. 

The Knicks forward drilled a 
pass across the baseline to 
Steve Novak, who nailed a 
jumper. 

Stoudemire then sank a 
free throw before Smith hit 
a jump shot after running 
the court with his own re¬ 
bound. Anthony finished 
off the third quarter with a 
lay-in to make it 75-63. 

In the fourth, the Pistons 
briefly cut the lead to single 
digits when Bynum scored 
seven straight points to 
make it 83-75, but the 
Knicks pulled away again 
— this time for good. 

The Knicks had won only 
three of their last eight 
games heading into Thurs¬ 
day’s action, but they now 
have won two straight and 


next host the Brooklyn Nets 
on Monday. 

For the Pistons, who next 
host the Boston Celtics on 
Sunday, it’s their second 
loss in a row. 

But they have still won five 
of the last eight. 

The crowd at the 02 
cheered loudly at times, 
but there were stretches of 
silence during some por¬ 
tions of the game. There 
was even a quiet moment 
before the game started, 
though it appeared to be 
an accident. 

With Stoudemire and 
Prince on the court before 
the game speaking to the 
crowd with a microphone, 
the sound went out just as 
Prince was thanking the 
fans for their support. 

The fans let out a round of 
boos, but they soon start¬ 
ed cheering again as the 
game got underway. 

In the second quarter, the 
referees had to resort to 
the video replay to make a 
flagrant foul call on Pistons 
forward Austin Daye. With 
Chandler driving toward 
the hoop, Daye hit him 
hard and knocked him to 
the ground. 



Serena Williams of the US celebrates after defeating Spain's 
Garbine Muguruza in their second round match at the Austra¬ 
lian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Thurs¬ 
day, Jan. 17, 2013. 


Australian 

Continued from page 17 


Other championship con¬ 
tenders in the men’s and 
women's draws, includ¬ 
ing Andy Murray, Serena 
Williams and defending 
champion Victoria Azaren- 
ka, had to withstand the 
high temperatures which 
aren't unusual for this time 
of year in Melbourne, but 
still not conducive to long 
matches. 

A dancing Azarenka 
and an ankle-weary Wil¬ 
liams played back-to- 
back matches, both easy 
straight-set victories. U.S. 
Open champion Murray 
also won routinely, beating 
Joao Sousa of Portugal 6-2, 
6-2, 6-4 on Hisense Arena, 
the second show court at 
Melbourne Park. 

“You need to be the one 
that’s trying to dictate the 
points in these conditions,” 
said Murray, who practic¬ 


es in Florida. “Miami is the 
perfect preparation. It's 
hot and humid there, al¬ 
though it certainly doesn’t 
get up to 37 degrees (Cel¬ 
sius; 99 Fahrenheit). It was 
a good match to get done 
in straight sets. “ 

Despite the high tempera¬ 
tures, tournament officials 
left the retractable roofs 


on both main arenas open 
because a combination of 
factors including humid¬ 
ity and court temperature 
didn’t warrant making the 
venues a temporary indoor 
haven from the heat. 

Ice vests and towels 
helped players keep their 
cool, and a women's tour 
rule allowing a 10-minute 


break between sets was in¬ 
voked late in the day, tour¬ 
nament director Craig Tiley 
said. 

“It's always the referee's 
discretion, but the lack 
of humidity helped us to¬ 
day,” Tiley said. Australia 
sweltered through a week 
of record high average 
temperatures earlier this 
month, but the first three 
days of the Open were rel¬ 
atively mild. Williams went 
into Thursday's match with 
an injured right ankle. She 
didn't seem troubled by 
the injury, but did finish with 
a swollen lip after hitting 
herself with her racket. 

“It’s OK,” she said. “It’s a 
war wound. I think it hap¬ 
pens to everyone, but I 
have never busted it wide 
open like that. I was like, 
‘Oh, no. I can't have a 
tooth fall out.' That would 
be horrible." 

Williams lifted her tempo on 
the biggest points, includ¬ 
ing when she finally won an 


18-minute game to open 
the second set en route to 
a 6-2, 6-0 win over Garbine 
Muguruza. 

“Usually I feel injuries after 
the match but, so far, so 
good. I felt pretty much 
better than I ever dreamed 
of expecting to feel,” Wil¬ 
liams said of her ankle. 

She later combined with 
sister Venus to win in the first 
round of doubles, showing 
no signs of trouble with the 
ankle. 

The top-ranked Azarenka 
pranced into Rod Laver 
Arena for the first match 
of the day, and said she's 
starting to find some rhythm 
after beating Eleni Daniili- 
dou 6-1,6-0 in 55 minutes. 

“I felt like I’m back into the 
competitive mode,” Aza¬ 
renka said. 

The No. 94-ranked Daniili- 
dou only won 10 points in 
the first set and was shut 
out in the second despite 
having triple break point in 
the fourth game. 
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Abu Dhabi 

Continued from Page 18 


He had five of his six birdies 
on fhe front nine, sinking a 
50-foot birdie putt on 5 and 
holing a bunker shot on 9 
for birdie. 


He cooled down consid¬ 
erably after that as condi¬ 
tions worsened, saving par 
on 17 and then just miss¬ 
ing a birdie putt on 18 that 



Rory Mcllroy from Northern Ireland, rear, and Tiger Woods from U.S. talk on the 13th hole 
during the first round of Abu Dhabi Golf Championship in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 




Whether it’s burgers, 
nachos, wings or a 
great martini, JC,s 
Sport Bar and Grill is 
the place to be. Local 
prices and many TV’s 
make it the perfect 
place to root for your 
favorite team. 

JC'S Sports Bar and 
Grill is a fun, friendly 
atmosphere for any 
sport enthusiast! 

Make sure to stop in 
at JC’s Sport’s Bar and 
Grill for local prices, 
great food, sports, and 
lots of fun!! 

JC's has it all. Located 
on Palm Beach within 
walking distance for 
the high rise hotelsO 
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would have given him the 
lead. 

“That was definitely a 
great start, shooting 5 un¬ 
der,” Rose said. “I knew it 
was going to be a tough 
afternoon, and certainly 
the wind picked up even 
more on the back nine. I 
could see that no one else 
in the afternoon had made 
any sort of run, so I felt very 
good about that score.” 
The 47th-ranked Donald¬ 
son also showed how to 
master the course's narrow 
fairways and overcome 
the windy conditions. He 


had six birdies — including 
holing a bunker shot on his 
12th — to go along with a 
bogey. 

“Solid start,” said Donald¬ 
son, who's looking for his 
second European Tour vic¬ 
tory. 

“There were times when it 
wasn’t quite on, we made 
some good up and downs. 
It was a matter of scoring 
well and keeping the mo¬ 
mentum going.” 

The conditions were less 
kind to last year’s winner 
Robert Rock, who finished 
with a 4-over 76. □ 



THE FIRST THEATER WITH CHILDREN PRICES IN ARUBA 


NOW YOU CAN B-UY TOUR TICKETS ONLINE USING 

CineiliafiK press AT C:AAIll«FKINIMAS_CDM/ARUaA 
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FDA to tighten hip implant regulations 


Lawmakers to 
seek data on 
energy drinks 

BARRY MEIER 
© 2013 New York Times 

Three Democratic law¬ 
makers Thursday sent let¬ 
ters to 14 marketers of high- 
caffeinated energy drinks 
requesting data about 
the products’ ingredients 
and any company studies 
showing their risks and ben¬ 
efits to children and young 
people. In recent months, 
the Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration has begun exam¬ 
ining the safety of energy 
drinks following reports of 
several deaths and numer¬ 
ous injuries potentially asso¬ 
ciated with the products. 
The number of annual hos¬ 
pital emergency visits in¬ 
volving the drinks doubled 
from 2007 to 2011, accord¬ 
ing to a federal report re¬ 
leased last week. 

In addition, claims by drink 
producers that their pro¬ 
prietary “energy” formula¬ 
tions provide consumers 
with a physical and mental 
edge are coming under 
scrutiny. There is little scien¬ 
tific evidence, researchers 
say, that the drinks provide 
anything more than a high 
dose of caffeine similar 
to that found in a cup of 
strong coffee. 

The letters were sent by 
Sens. Richard J. Durbin of 
Illinois and Richard Blumen- 
thal of Connecticut and 
Rep. Edward J. Markey of 
Massachusetts to compa¬ 
nies including Monster Bev¬ 
erage, Rockstar, Red Bull 
and Living Essentials, the 
distributor of 5-Hour Ener¬ 
gy, a small, concentrated 
energy “shot” drink. Letters 
were also sent to PepsiCo, 
which sells Amp; Coca- 
Cola, which sells NOS; and 
Dr Pepper Snapple, which 
sells Venom Energy. 

Among other questions in 
the letter, the lawmakers 
asked the companies to 
specify the total amount 
of caffeine in the energy 
beverages. Products like 
5-Hour Energy that are 
marketed as supplements 
do not list the amount of 
caffeine used and pro¬ 
ducers use caffeine from 
a variety of sources such 
as synthetic caffeine, the 
guarana plant and tea 
extracts. □ 


BARRY MEIER 
© 2013 New York Times 

After an estimated 500,000 
patients in the U.S. have 
received a type of artifi¬ 
cial hip that is failing early 
in many cases, the Food 
and Drug Administration is 
proposing rules that could 
stop manufacturers from 
selling such implants. 

Under the proposal, mak¬ 
ers of artificial hips with all- 
metal components would 
have to prove the devices 
were safe and effective 
before they could contin¬ 
ue selling existing ones or 
obtain approval for new 
all-metal designs. 

Currently, companies have 
to show only that their de¬ 
vices resemble ones al¬ 
ready on the market, and 
they are not required to 
conduct clinical studies 
before selling them. 

The FDA action is intended 
to close a loophole in the 
1976 federal law under 
which medical devices 
were first regulated. It is the 
agency’s first use of pow¬ 
ers that Congress granted 
to it last year to deal with 
medical devices, like all- 
metal hips, that have been 
in regulatory limbo for de¬ 
cades. 

The move comes amid one 
of the biggest device-relat¬ 
ed failures in decades. Just 
a few years ago, all-metal 
hips - implants in which the 
ball and cup component is 
made from a metallic alloy 
- were used in 1 of every 3 
joint replacement proce¬ 
dures performed annually 
in the U.S. 

Traditional hip replace¬ 
ments, which are made 
of materials like plastic 


NICHOLAS BAKALAR 
© 2013 New York Times 

While everyone is being 
urged to get the flu vac¬ 
cine as soon as possible, 
some pregnant women 
avoid it in the belief that it 
may harm their babies. A 
large new study confirms 
that they should be much 
more afraid of the flu than 
the vaccine. 

Norwegian researchers 
studied fetal death among 


and metal, typically last 
15 years before wearing 
out. But the all-metal hips, 
which companies rarely 
tested in patients before 
aggressively marketing 
them, are failing at high 
rates not long after implan¬ 
tation. 

As a result, thousands of 
patients have been forced 


to undergo painful and 
costly operations to re¬ 
place the devices. In ad¬ 
dition, tiny particles of me¬ 
tallic debris released as the 
artificial joints move have 
caused severe tissue and 
bone damage in hundreds 
of patients, leaving some 
of them disabled. 

Dr. William H. Maisel, dep¬ 
uty director for science at 
the FDA, said the agency's 
proposal would require 
makers of all-metal hips to 
produce clinical data to 
justify their use because of 
the “large number of pa¬ 
tients who received these 
products and the numbers 


113,331 women pregnant 
during the H1N1 flu pan¬ 
demic of 2009-10. Some 
54,065 women were un¬ 
vaccinated, 31,912 were 
vaccinated during preg¬ 
nancy, and 27,354 were 
vaccinated after deliv¬ 
ery. The scientists then re¬ 
viewed hospitalizations 
and doctor visits for the flu 
among the women. 

The results were published 
on Thursday in The New 


of adverse events associ¬ 
ated with them.” 

The use of all-metal im¬ 
plants has plummeted, with 
the devices now account¬ 
ing for about 5 percent of 
hip implants. For some of 
those devices, which are 
used in a procedure called 
resurfacing that is an alter¬ 
native to total hip replace¬ 


ment, the FDA already re¬ 
quires clinical trials before 
granting approval. 

The impact of the proposal 
on manufacturers of tradi¬ 
tional all-metal hips will not 
be immediate, and indus¬ 
try lobbyists may oppose its 
adoption or seek to modify 
it. Agency officials said it 
would most likely take a 
year for the rules to be fi¬ 
nalized; after that, produc¬ 
ers will have 90 days to sub¬ 
mit clinical data to support 
a device’s safety and ef¬ 
fectiveness. 

In 2011, the FDA ordered 
manufacturers of all-metal 
hips to conduct post-mar- 


England Journal of Medi¬ 
cine. 

The flu vaccine was not as¬ 
sociated with an increased 
risk for fetal death, the re¬ 
searchers found, and get¬ 
ting the shot during preg¬ 
nancy reduced the risk of 
the mother getting the flu 
by about 70 percent. That 
was important, because 
fetuses whose mothers got 
the flu were much more 
likely to die. 


keting studies to deter¬ 
mine, among other things, 
whether the implants were 
shedding high levels of 
metallic debris. Maisel said 
he expected that device 
makers might try to use 
data from those studies 
to satisfy the proposed re¬ 
quirements. 

If a company decided not 
to submit clinical data or 
if the information failed to 
meet agency standards, it 
would have to stop selling 
the implant. 

The regulatory limbo in¬ 
volving all-metal hips re¬ 
sulted from the Medical 
Device Amendments of 
1976. The law set differing 
test requirements for vari¬ 
ous devices, depending 
on the perceived risk of us¬ 
ing them or the role they 
played in sustaining a pa¬ 
tient’s life and health. 
Producers of devices con¬ 
sidered high risk, like im¬ 
planted heart defibrillators, 
had to perform clinical tri¬ 
als to obtain FDA approv¬ 
al for new products. But 
makers of devices consid¬ 
ered less risky, like hospital 
pumps, had to show only 
that a new product resem¬ 
bled one already on the 
market. 

However, at the time the 
legislation was passed, 
several types of medical 
devices, including all-met¬ 
al hips, were already on 
the market. So lawmak¬ 
ers crafted what was sup¬ 
posed to be a temporary 
solution: regulators would 
treat potentially high-risk 
products like the hips as 
moderate-risk products 
until officially determining 
how to classify them.O 


Unvaccinated women 
had a 25 percent higher 
risk of fetal death during 
the pandemic than those 
who had had the shot. 
Among pregnant women 
with a clinical diagnosis of 
influenza, the risk of fetal 
death was nearly doubled. 
In all, there were 16 fetal 
deaths among the 2,278 
women who were diag¬ 
nosed with influenza during 
pregnancy. □ 


Study: 

Flu vaccine has benefits for pregnant women 



A metal-on-metal hip joint that was removed from a patient 
after problems appeared. 

(Joshua Borough/The New York Times) 
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Video game puts players in shoes of Syrian rebels 



This undated image provided by Auroch Digital Ltd. shows the video game “Endgame: Syria.” 

Associated Press 


BEN HUBBARD 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — A new video 
game based on Syria's civil 
war challenges players to 
make the hard choices 
facing the country's reb¬ 
els. Is it better to negotiate 
peace with the regime of 
President Bashar Assad, 
for example, or dispatch 
jihadist fighters to kill pro¬ 
government thugs? 

The British designer of “End¬ 
game: Syria" says he hopes 
the game will inform peo¬ 
ple who might otherwise 
remain ignorant about the 
conflict. 

Views differ, however, on 
the appropriateness of us¬ 
ing a video game to dis¬ 
cuss a complex crisis that 
has killed more than 60,000 
people since March 2011. 
Computer giant Apple has 
refused to distribute the 
game and some consider 
the mere idea insulting. 
Others love it, and one fan 
from inside Syria has sug¬ 
gested changes to make 
the game better mirror the 
actual war. 

The dispute comes amid 
wider arguments about 
violent video games since 
last month's shooting in 
Newtown, Connecticut, 
that left 20 children and six 
adults dead. This week, the 
National Rifle Association 
revised the recommended 
age for a new shooting 
game after criticisms by 
liberal groups. 

Tomas Rawlings, who de¬ 


SEATTLE (AP) — Amazon 
says iPhone and iPod 
Touch users will be able 
to buy music from its digi¬ 
tal store for the first time 
beginning Thursday. Ama¬ 
zon.com Inc. said Thursday 
that its MP3 library has 22 
million songs available. 
Steve Boom, vice presi¬ 
dent of Amazon Music, 
says that since the launch 
of the Cloud Player app 
for the iPhone and iPod 
Touch, customers have 
been asking for the ability 
to buy music from Amazon 
directly from their devices. 
The Apple device users 
can browse Amazon's MP3 


signed the Syria game, 
said he got the idea while 
watching TV pundits de¬ 
bate the possible conse¬ 
quences of directly arming 
Syria's rebels, which West¬ 
ern nations have declined 
to do. He said he thought a 
game could explore such 
questions by allowing play¬ 
ers to make choices and 
see their consequences. 
“For those who don’t want 
to read a newspaper but 
still care about the world, 
this is a way for them to 
find out about things," said 
Rawlings, the design and 
production director of U.K.- 
based Auroch Digital. 

In the simple game, which 
took about two weeks to 
build, the player assumes 
the role of the rebels seek¬ 
ing to topple Assad’s re¬ 
gime. The play alternates 
between political and mili¬ 
tary stages. In each stage, 
the player sees cards rep¬ 
resenting regime actions 
and must choose the rebel 
response. The choices seek 
to mirror the real conflict. 
The regime may get decla¬ 
rations of support from Rus¬ 
sia, China or Iran to boost 
its popularity while the reb¬ 
els receive support from 
the United States, Turkey 
or Saudi Arabia - reflecting 
the foreign powers back¬ 
ing the two sides. 

In battle, the regime may 
deploy conventional mili¬ 
tary forces like infantry, 
tanks and artillery as well 
as pro-government thugs 


amazon 



store for music using Ap¬ 
ple's Safari Web browser. 
Music users buy gets saved 
to their Amazon Cloud 
Player libraries and can be 
downloaded or played in¬ 
stantly from Apple devices 
or other gadgets such as 
the Kindle Fire.Q 


known as shabiha. The 
rebels’ choices include 
sympathetic Palestinian or 
Kurdish militias, assassins or 
jihadist fighters known as 
muhajideen. 

Some of the rebels’ stron¬ 
gest attacks also kill civil¬ 
ians, reducing rebel popu¬ 
larity and seeking to reflect 
the war’s complexity. 

All along, the player is giv¬ 
en basic information about 
the conflict, learning that 
Islamists once persecuted 
by the regime now consid¬ 
er the fight a holy war and 
that the shabiha are ac¬ 
cused of massacring civil¬ 
ians. The game ends when 
one side loses its support or 
the sides agree to a peace 
deal. The player is then told 
what follows. The longer 
the fighting lasts, the worse 
the aftermath, as chaos, 
sectarian conflict and Is¬ 
lamic militancy spread. 

The lasting impression is 
that no matter which side 
wins, Syria loses. 

Rawlings said that’s the 
game’s point. 

“You can win the battle 
militarily but still lose the 
peace because the cost 
of winning militarily has 
fractured the country so 
much that the war keeps 
going,” he said. “You can 
also end the war so that 
there is less of that.” 

The game was released 
on the company’s website 
and as a free download 
from Google for Android 
devices on December 12. 


Rawlings submitted the 
game to Apple to distrib¬ 
ute via its App Store but 
the company rejected it. 
Apple declined to com¬ 
ment, but Rawlings’s rejec¬ 
tion referred to a company 
guideline for mobile apps: 
“ ‘Enemies’ within the 
context of a game can¬ 
not solely target a specific 
race, culture, a real gov¬ 
ernment or corporation, or 
any other real entity." 
Rawlings is modifying the 
game, though he worries it 
will weaken it. 

“It will still be the same 
overall experience, but it 
will reduce the value of 
the game to inform peo¬ 
ple,” he said. News of the 
game was greeted with a 
mix of interest and outrage 
online. Some complained 
that players can't take the 
regime side, while others 
found it wrong to make a 
game about a brutal war. 
“Rawlings has mistakenly 
understood the Syrian war 
as a nonchalant ‘experi¬ 
ence’ that people can 
play while waiting for the 
train to work,” said Samar 
Aburahma, a university 
student of Palestinian de¬ 
scent in San Francisco who 
refused to try the game. “It 
is beyond insulting to Syr¬ 
ians, especially given the 
fact that war is ongoing.” 
Others find it a valuable, 
if limited, approach to the 
conflict. 

Andrea Stanton, a reli¬ 
gious studies professor at 


the University of Denver 
who studies Syria, said she 
responded emotionally to 
the game. 

“It isn’t really a fun game to 
play,” she said, noting that 
she was angry when she 
lost and felt dread when 
the frequency of deadly 
regime airstrikes went up 
as the game progressed - 
as it has in the real conflict. 
“This a very sobering game 
in that you sense how 
quickly the military stakes 
escalate and how little 
the political phase has to 
do with actual Syrians,” 
she said. She is organizing 
a campus activity for stu¬ 
dents to play and discuss 
the game. 

“I think it is very valuable for 
teaching and getting peo¬ 
ple to experience a sense 
of the limited options the 
rebels face,” she said. 

It is unclear how many 
people have played the 
game. Google says it has 
been downloaded as 
many as 5,000 times from 
its site, and Rawlings says 
more have played online. 
He guesses more than 
10,000 people have tried it. 
Few in Syria are likely to 
have played it, since fight¬ 
ing has made the Internet 
and even electricity rare in 
some parts of the country.q 
One 18-year-old Syr¬ 
ian gamer liked the 
game so much, howev¬ 
er, that he sent Rawlings 
a list of suggestions for 
improvementO 


Amazon makes MP3 catalog 
available to iPhone users 
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BofA’s Q4 earnings hindered by mortgage crisis 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

housing crisis is still weighing 
down Bank of America. 

The bank said Thursday that 
fourth-quarter earnings 
and revenue shrank as it 
continued to work through 
legal and regulatory prob¬ 
lems related to mortgages. 
It’s become a familiar story 
for the bank, whose prob¬ 
lem loans have tarnished its 
results and its reputation. 
This time, though, there was 
a difference. After years of 
shedding undesirable parts 
of its mortgage business. 
Bank of America wants to 
regain some of the ground 
it lost in home lending. The 
bank doesn't want to miss 
out on a lucrative boom in 
mortgage refinancing and 
an emerging recovery in 
housing. 

To do that, it’s moving work¬ 
ers from the unit that works 
through troubled mort¬ 
gages to the business that 
makes new home loans. It’s 
trying to close loans more 
quickly and get employ¬ 
ees throughout the bank to 
work together more. 

The bank also said it will 
focus its mortgage drive 
mostly on people who are 
already bank customers, 
afraid that pushing loans 
indiscriminately would send 


it right back to the high loss¬ 
es wrought by risky loans 
made before the housing 
bubble. “We need to real¬ 
ly focus on people that we 
are very comfortable with,” 
CEO Brian Moynihan said in 
a call with analysts. 

The bank’s U-turn on mort¬ 
gage strategy is a signal 
that the housing market, in 
some respects, is improv¬ 
ing. Its caution signals that 


the lessons of the financial 
crisis are still fresh. 

Housing prices are rising in 
many parts of the country, 
and foreclosures are eas¬ 
ing. Low interest rates and 
government programs are 
encouraging people to 
refinance, which helped 
drive stronger results at 
Bank of America as well 
as rivals like Wells Fargo 
and JPMorgan Chase. On 


Thursday the government 
reported that home build¬ 
ers broke ground on homes 
last month at the fastest 
pace since 2008. 

Bank of America funded 
more than $22 billion in 
mortgage loans in the 
fourth quarter, up 41 per¬ 
cent from the year before. 
Mortgage loans grew fast¬ 
er than at Wells Fargo or 
JPMorgan, but that’s partly 


because Bank of America 
controls a much smaller 
share of the market. Wells 
Fargo funded $125 billion 
in mortgages for the fourth 
quarter, up 4 percent. JPM¬ 
organ funded $51 billion, 
up 33 percent. 

Bank of America used to 
be a much bigger player 
in mortgages. It now makes 
about 4 percent of the 
mortgage loans in the U.S. 


That's down from nearly 
22 percent in 2009, after it 
bought mortgage lender 
Countrywide, according to 
the trade publication Inside 
Mortgage Finance. The No. 
1 lender. Wells Fargo, has 
30 percent. 

Bank of America had al¬ 
ready disclosed that the 
mortgage settlements 
would hurt its earnings. The 
bank took a charge of $2.7 
billion because of the Fan¬ 
nie Mae settlement and a 
$1.1 billion charge for the 
foreclosure settlement, 
among other charges. 

The bank made $367 million 
in the last three months of 
2012 after paying preferred 
dividends, down sharp¬ 
ly from $1.6 billion in the 
same period a year ago. 
Those earnings amounted 
to 3 cents per share. Bank 
of America’s stock fell 45 
cents to $11.33 in midday 
trading. Revenue was also 
dragged down by the Fan¬ 
nie Mae settlement. Rev¬ 
enue dropped to $19.6 bil¬ 
lion after stripping out an 
accounting charge, down 
from $26.4 billion in the 
same period a year ago. 
The bank has been cutting 
jobs and other expenses. 
The number of employees 
fell to 267,190, down about 
14,600 jobs since a year 
agoO 



Bank of America says its Q4 earnings shrank as it cleaned up 
old problems from its mortgage unit. 

(AP Photo/Charles Krupa) 


2012 home construction highest in 4 years 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
builders started work on 
homes in December at the 
fastest pace in 4 1/2 years 
and finished 2012 as their 
best year for residential 
construction since the early 
stages of the housing crisis. 
The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday that 
builders broke ground on 
houses and apartments 
last month at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 
954,000. That’s 12.1 percent 
higher than November’s 
annual rate. And it is nearly 
double the recession low 
reached in April 2009. 
Construction increased last 
month for both single-fam¬ 
ily homes and apartments. 
And the pace in which 
builders requested permits 
to start more homes ticked 


up to a 4 '/ 2 -year high. 

For the year, builders start¬ 
ed work on 780,000 homes. 
That’s still roughly half of 
the annual number of starts 
consistent with healthier 
markets. But it is an increase 


of 28.1 percent from 2011. 
And it is the most since 2008 
— shortly after the housing 
market began to collapse 
in late 2006 and 2007. 
Steady hiring, record-low 
mortgage rates and a tight 


supply of new and previ¬ 
ously occupied homes 
available for sale have 
helped boost sales and 
prices in most markets. That 
has persuaded builders to 
start more homes, which 
adds to economic growth 
and hiring. 

“There is no denying that 
the housing market recov¬ 
ery is solidifying, and we ex¬ 
pect construction activity 
to ramp up to the 1 million 
annualized threshold by 
the end of this year,” said 
Michael Dolega, an econ¬ 
omist with TD Economics, in 
a note to clients. 

Dolega said the gains in 
home building helped 
boost construction hiring in 
December by 30,000 jobs 
— the most in 15 months. 
He predicts the construc¬ 
tion industry could add half 
a million jobs in 2013.Q 



For 2012, builders started work on 780,000 homes, an increase of 
28.1% from 2011, and it is the most since 2008. 

(AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 



Legal expenses 
tank 4th quarter 
Citigroup earns 

DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

Citigroup’s fourth quarter 
earnings fell short of Wall 
Street's expectations as 
the bank’s legal expenses 
rose and it released less 
money from its loan-loss re¬ 
serves. 

The bank, based in New 
York, said a big chunk of 
the legal expenses came 
from a settlement reached 
last week over illegal fore¬ 
closure practices in the 
aftermath of the housing 
bust. 

It was Citigroup's first quar¬ 
ter under the leadership 
of CEO Michael Corbat, 
who took the helm after 
former CEO Vikram Pandit 
resigned abruptly in Octo¬ 
ber. 

“We recognize that our 
net income today doesn't 
yet reflect the amount or 
caliber of earnings that our 
shareholders expect and 
our franchise is capable 
of," Corbat said on a con¬ 
ference call with analysts 
to discuss the results. 
Corbat’s first bold move 
was a decision, announced 
in December, to cut 11,000 
jobs, close dozens of 
branches and trim its con¬ 
sumer banking business in 
some countries. More than 
half of the job cuts were to 
come from the company's 
consumer banking unit. 
Citigroup took a previously 
announced charge of $1 
billion in the quarter relat¬ 
ed to that “repositioning” 
process. 

The bank has cut 7,000 
jobs since the year-ago 
quarter, about 3 percent 
in its overall work force. 
Since the previous quarter, 
3,000 jobs were eliminated. 
Citigroup now employs 
259,000 people. 

Citi earned $1.16 billion 
after paying preferred 
dividends, or 38 cents per 
share, in the three months 
ended Dec. 31. 

That compares with $933 
million, or 31 cents per 
share, in the same period 
a year earlier.Excluding 
one-time costs related to 
restructuring and account¬ 
ing for outstanding debt, 
the bank earned 69 cents 
pershare.Q 
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S&P surges higher on upbeat US economic data 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Standard and Poor's 500 
index climbed to another 
five-year high after strong 
reports on housing starts 
and unemployment claims 
made investors more opti¬ 
mistic about the U.S. econ¬ 
omy. 

The S&P 500 gained 8.31 
points to close at 1,480.94, 
its highest level since De¬ 
cember 2007. The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
also rose, climbing to a five- 
year high during the day, 
before falling back to fin¬ 
ish 84.79 points, or 0.6 per¬ 
cent, higher at 13,596.02. 
The Nasdaq composite 
climbed 18.46 points to 
3,136. 

U.S. builders started work 
on homes in December 
at the fastest pace since 
the summer of 2008, the 
Commerce Department 
said Thursday. Homebuild¬ 
er stocks rose broadly fol¬ 
lowing the report. The S&P 
500’s homebuilding index 
climbed 3.8 percent, its 
biggest gain in almost a 
month. PulteGroup led 
the advance with a jump 
of $1.03, or 5.3 percent, to 
$20.37. 

The number of Americans 
seeking unemployment 
benefits fell to a five-year 
low last week, the Labor 
Department reported, 
the latest sign that the job 
market is healing. Weekly 
unemployment benefit 
applications fell 37,000 to 


335,000, a bigger decline 
than economists had fore¬ 
cast, according to finan¬ 
cial data provider FactSet. 
The reports helped offset 
disappointment over the 
fourth-quarter earnings re- 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of Americans seek¬ 
ing unemployment aid 
plummeted to a five-year 
low last week, a hopeful 
sign the job market may be 
improving. But much of the 
decline reflects seasonal 
volatility in the data. 

Weekly unemployment 
benefit applications fell 
37,000 to a seasonally ad¬ 
justed 335,000, the Labor 
Department said Thursday. 
That's the lowest level since 
January 2008, just after the 


ports of two of the nation's 
biggest banks, Citigroup 
and Bank of America, said 
JJ Kinahan, chief deriva¬ 
tives strategist at TD Ameri- 
trade. 

“The financial stocks are 


recession began. 

The four-week average, a 
less volatile measure, fell to 
359,250. 

The applications data can 
be uneven in January. Job 
cuts typically spike in the 
second week of the month 
as retailers, restaurants and 
other companies lay off 
temporary workers hired for 
the winter holidays. 

The department seasonally 
adjusts the numbers to ac¬ 
count for such trends, but 
the data can still be chop- 
py. 

Last week, the layoffs 


having a tough time im¬ 
pressing the Street with 
anything,” Kinahan said. 
“The traditional banks are 
getting squeezed on mar¬ 
gins and the expectations 
for a lot of those compa¬ 
nies had already been set 
low.” 

Citigroup fell $1.24, or 2.9 
percent, to $41.24 after 
its income fell well short of 
Wall Street's expectations. 
The bank’s legal expenses 
rose and it released less 
money from its loan-loss re¬ 
serves. 

Bank of America dropped 
50 cents, or 4.2 percent, 
to $11.28 after its earnings 
declined. The bank is con¬ 
tinuing to work on clearing 
up old problems at its mort¬ 
gage unit. The bank made 
$367 million in the last three 


weren’t as large as expect¬ 
ed, a department spokes¬ 
man said. That caused a 
steep drop in the season¬ 
ally adjusted data. 

The broader trend will be¬ 
come clearer in the com¬ 
ing weeks. Applications 
were declining slightly at 
the end of last year, push¬ 
ing the four-week average 
to a four-year low in the last 
week of December. 

The applications figures 
“suggest the labor market 
is getting better, the issue 
remains the extent of the 
improvement,” said Joseph 


months of 2012 after pay¬ 
ing preferred dividends, 
down sharply from $1.6 bil¬ 
lion in the same period a 
year ago. 

Kim Caughey Forrest, a se¬ 
nior analyst at Fort Pitt Cap¬ 
ital Group, said it was too 
early to conclude that the 
housing market had turned 
the corner. She noted that 
a large “shadow invento¬ 
ry" of houses that still need 
to be foreclosed on may 
weigh on house prices in 
the coming months. 

“This rally is probably a little 
bit too optimistic for the 
information that we got,” 
Caughey Forrest said. 
“There’s some conflicting 
information here and the 
market has just decided 
to overlook the negative 
thing."□ 


LaVorgna, an economist at 
Deutsche Bank. 
Applications are a proxy 
for layoffs. Overall, applica¬ 
tions remain at a level that 
suggests employers are hir¬ 
ing at a slow but steady 
pace. Applications fluc¬ 
tuated between 360,000 
and 390,000 for most of last 
year. At the same time, em¬ 
ployers added an average 
of 153,000 jobs a month. 
That’s just been enough to 
slowly push down the un¬ 
employment rate, which 
fell 0.7 percentage points 
last year to 7.8 percentO 



Jeffrey Vazquez, right, works with fellow traders on the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


US jobless aid applications fall to 5-year low 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Bandleader 
Xavier _ 

6 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

10 “Guilty" or “Not 
guilty” 

14 State one’s 
views 

15 Like 2, 4 and 6 

16 Orange peel 

17 Lively dance 

18 Pocket bread 

19 Vanished _ 
thin air 

20 Expanded 

22 Bell sounder 

24 Vex 

25 Build up again 

26 Tropical fruit 

29 Bridal walkway 

30 Female sheep 

31 $1,000 

33 Jagged 

37 Pencil’s core 

39 Trimmed a 
lawn’s border 

41 Lively 

42 Fall flower 

44 Went public with 

46 Had lunch 

47 Sudden 
increase 

49 Song that tells 
a story 

51 Role of a naive 
young woman 

54 Electrician’s 
supply 

55 Golf links 

56 Survives longer 
than another 

60 _ for the money; 
mercenary 

61 Actress Diane _ 

63 Boise’s state 

64 Misplace 

65 _ up; spends 

66 At no time 

67 River of France 
and Belgium 

68 Final 

69 Say hi to 

DOWN 

1 Is unable to _; 
goes to pieces 
emotionally 


2 Come _; find 

3 Fish’s 
breathing 
organ 

4 Turkey’s 
capital 

5 Ripping 

6 Traditional 
tribal dwelling 

7 Eager 

8 Wager 

9 Traps 

10 Machines next 
to computers 

11 Jargon 

12 Go into 

13 Worship 

21 Angry look 

23 _ of Wight 

25 Equestrian 

26 Actor _ Lugosi 

27 Astounds 

28 Orderly 

29 Ms. Dickinson 

32 Saying 

34 October 
birthstone 

35 Miss in Spain: 
abbr. 


36 Watched 
38 One who goes 
AWOL 
40 Left-hand 
ledger entry 
43 Gallops 
45 Sweetheart 
48 Truly sorry 
50 Captain; head 


51 In a cold way 

52 Taboos 

53 Pretext 

54 Sausage 

56 Raw metals 

57 Rescue 

58 You, biblically 

59 Type; variety 
62 Happy _ clam 
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BP sees oil as the leading 
transport fuel up to 2030 



Harry R. Weber 
© 2012 Houston Chronicle 

British oil giant BP projects 
unconventional sources of 
crude and other fuels will 
supply a larger amount of 
the world’s energy needs 
through 2030 and oil will 
remain the primary fuel for 
transportation. 

As far as overall energy 
consumption, BP believes 
oil will decline while natural 
gas and coal will rise. The 
company made the pre¬ 
dictions Wednesday in its 
updated 2030 energy out¬ 
look. It is the third time the 
company has released the 
expectations publicly. 

“’This outlook is a projec¬ 
tion, not a proposition,” 
BP's chief executive. Bob 
Dudley, declared during a 
presentation from London. 
BP, Royal Dutch Shell and 
Exxon Mobil Corp. are 
among the companies 
that publish forecasts of 
the energy sector each 
year. 

The goal is to figure out 
what the world will look like 
so they can make the most 
profitable decisions today. 
By releasing their conclu¬ 
sions publicly, these com¬ 
panies also spark an annu¬ 
al conversation about the 
world’s energy needs. 



Violence Against Women 

FOR RENT 


Short term rental 

A furnished 2 bedroom apartment with 
tropical garden terrace in walking 
distance to Eagle Beach and minutes 
away from hotels, restaurants, golf, 
supermarkets, water sport facilities, etc 
sleeps 4 adults or family with children 
Call for information: 566-6273 
E-mail: hmangroelal@hotmail.com 

19802A 


BP's projections include: 
-Energy demand will be 
36 percent higher in 2030 
than 2011, with almost all 
the growth coming from 
emerging economies. 
-Growing production from 
unconventional sources of 
oil - tight oil, oil sands and 
biofuels - will provide all of 
the net growth in global oil 
supply to 2020, and more 
than 70 percent of growth 
to 2030. 

-By 2030, the U.S. will be 
99 percent self-sufficient in 
net energy. 

The U.S. will remain a small 
net importer of oil, though 
net imports will decline by 
about 70 percent. 

-Major emerging econo¬ 
mies, such as China and 
India, will be increasingly 
reliant on energy imports. 
These shifts will have ma¬ 
jor impacts on trade bal¬ 
ances. 

1 Russia will remain the 
world’s largest energy ex¬ 
porter, with increased ex¬ 
ports of all fossil fuels. By 
2030, Saudi Arabia will be 
the world’s largest oil ex¬ 
porter. 

“’Fears of oil running out, 
to which we never sub¬ 
scribed, appear increas¬ 
ingly groundless,” Dudley 
said. □ 


FOR SALE 

by owner 

Fully furnished 2 bedroom one 
bathroom apartment fully fenced and 
located near Eagle Beach and minutes 
away from hotels, restaurants, golf, 
supermarkets, water sport facilities, etc 
.Asking price $215,000 US Dollars 
Call for information: 566-6273 
E-mail: hmangroelal@hotmail.com 

19802B 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Divi Phoenix 
studio wk 2 Room 105 
grandfloor right on the beach 
32 wks left on contract 
$5000 call: 562-0712 


FOR SALE 
Tropicana 

wk 1 +2 unit 1520 

1st floor 1 bed king friday to friday 

fix wks life time 5000 per wk 

calhop@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smard electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

198386 

FOR SALE 

wk7 Presidential wk large luxury 
studio Divi Golf + beach rm 2105 
ground affinity pool patio all 
amenities $5950 
Rental considered 
508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198392 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wkl -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or mary Summers 

114364 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 


FOR RENT 

7 day’s ocean front 1 bedroom 
Riu Palace Jan 25-Febl, 2013 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 or 586-3900 
ext. 177 
695.00 
Ask for Ron 

198398 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Dutch Village 
2 br wk 2 Rm 28 
26 wks left on contract 
$8500 call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

19802B 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 197996 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirox @msn.com 

198397 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
216 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 

Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 

198184 

FOR SALE 

Divi Phoenix Luxury 

1 bedr 1 V 2 bath 4 sleep 
new bldng 5 fl. ocean front 
1 st and 2nd wk 
E-mail: 1fabor1@gmail.com 
or call tel. 586-6066 Room #753 

198361 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

_198362 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite 

wk 2 $17,000 

contact (Aruba) 560-1288 

until 1/26/13 

(USA) 203-421-3531 

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net 

198362 


CASA DEL MAR 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean front 

Rm 1224 wk 2 $27 K 

lemmesell@aol.com 

Casa del Mar 2 br 2 ba pool/ocean 

side Rm 1318 wk 3 $22K 

198359 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Quality Apartments 
iio & Loft Apts. *FuPly Furnished 

/ A \rto f Coble TV Pool 

Less than 1 mile f ram Eagle Seach A 4 large dup-ermarkcl^ 
Fee I free to contact or vi'sFt ns. 

Mon - Fn: Sam-7pm. Sat A Sun: 9am-5pm, 



DOCTOR 

W* ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


v 18 January 

- Dr. van Trigt 


Pharmacy on duty 

v ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Oduber Tel: 582-1780 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES** 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Jan. 18 Grandeur of the Seas 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

























































28ICPIEMPE EUBMM 

FRIDAY 18 JANUARY 2013|wwmWfc _ ** ' “ _!__E 

Space station to get $18 million balloon-like room 



This artist’s rendering provided by Bigelow Aerospace shows a Bigelow inflatable space station. NASA is partnering with this com¬ 
mercial space company to test an inflatable room that can be compressed into a 7-foot tube for delivery to the International Space 
Station. NASA is expected to install the module by 2015. 

Associated Press 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — NASA 
is partnering with a com¬ 
mercial space company in 
a bid to replace the cum¬ 
bersome “metal cans” that 
now serve as astronauts’ 
homes in space with inflat¬ 
able bounce-house-like 
habitats that can be de¬ 
ployed on the cheap. 

A $17.8 million test project 
will send to the Interna¬ 
tional Space Station an in¬ 
flatable room that can be 
compressed into a 7-foot 
(2.1-meter) tube for deliv¬ 
ery, officials said Wednes¬ 
day in a news conference 
at North Las Vegas-based 
Bigelow Aerospace. 

If the module proves du¬ 
rable during two years at 
the space station, it could 
open the door to habitats 
on the moon and missions 
to Mars, NASA engineer 
Glen Miller said. 

The agency chose Bigelow 
for the contract because 
it was the only company 
working on inflatable tech¬ 
nology, said NASA Deputy 
Administrator Lori Garver. 
Founder and President 
Robert Bigelow, who made 
his fortune in the hotel in¬ 
dustry before getting into 
the space business in 1999, 
framed the gambit as an 
out-of-this-world real es¬ 
tate venture. 

He hopes to sell his spare 
tire habitats to scientific 
companies and wealthy 
adventurers looking for 
space hotels. 

NASA is expected to in¬ 
stall the 13-foot (4-meter), 
blimp-like module in a 
space station port by 2015. 
Bigelow plans to begin 
selling stand-alone space 
homes the next year. 

The new technology pro¬ 
vides three times as much 
room as the existing alu¬ 


minum models, and is also 
easier and less costly to 
build. Miller said. 

Artist renderings of the 
module resemble a tinfoil 
clown nose grafted onto 
the main station. It is hardly 
big enough to be called 
a room. Miller described it 
as a large closet with pad¬ 
ded white walls and gear 
and gizmos strung from two 
central beams. 

Garver said Wednesday 
that sending a small inflat¬ 
able tube into space will 
be dramatically cheaper 
than launching a full-sized 
module. 

“Let's face it; the most 
expensive aspect of tak¬ 
ing things in space is the 
launch,” she said. “So the 
magnitude of importance 


of this for NASA really can’t 
be overstated.” 

The partnership is another 
step toward outsourcing for 
NASA, which no longer en¬ 
joys the budget and public 
profile of its heyday. The 
agency has handed off 
rocket-building to private 
companies, retired it space 
shuttles in 2011 and now re¬ 
lies on Russian spaceships 
to transport American as¬ 
tronauts to and from the 
space station. 

Astronauts will test the abil¬ 
ity of the bladder, known 
as the Bigelow Expand¬ 
able Activity Module, or 
BEAM, to withstand heat, 
radiation, debris and other 
assaults. Some adventur¬ 
ous scientists might also try 
sleeping in the spare room. 


which is the first piece of 
private real estate to be 
blasted into space, Garver 
said. 

Bigelow said the NASA 
brand will enable him to 
begin selling Kevlar habi¬ 
tats several times the size of 
the test module. 

“This year is probably go¬ 
ing to be our kickoff year 
for talking to customers,” 
he said. “We have to show 
that we can execute what 
we’re talking about.” 
Bigelow, who launched 
a small prototype of the 
module in 2006 after licens¬ 
ing the patent from NASA, 
will rely on Boeing Co. and 
Southern California rocket 
developer Space Explora¬ 
tion Technologies to pro¬ 
vide transportation. 


A 60-day stay will cost $25 
million, which doesn’t in¬ 
clude the $27.5 million 
it costs to get there and 
back. 

Bigelow predicted that the 
primary customers will be 
upwardly mobile countries 
including Brazil, Singapore 
and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates that “have a difficult 
time getting their astro¬ 
nauts into orbit” and could 
use a private space sta¬ 
tion to barter and build up 
prestige. 

The biggest technological 
challenge will be transport¬ 
ing the collapsed module 
through the sub-zero tem¬ 
peratures of space without 
tearing or cracking any 
part of it. Miller said. 

When it arrives at the 
space station in 2015, sci¬ 
entists will blow it up and 
let it sit for a few days to 
test for leaks. If it does not 
hold as promised, NASA will 
take back a portion of the 
already bargain basement 
price it paid Bigelow. 
Standing beside scale 
models of research stations 
on Mars and the moon. 
Miller said the project will 
encourage commercial 
ventures to follow the path 
NASA blazes into space.Q 
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Robert Redford: Diversity reigns at Sundance Festival 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — Di¬ 
versity is king at the Sun¬ 
dance Film Festival — and 
queen, too. 

For the first time, half of the 
films featured at the festival 
were made by women. 
Festival founder Robert 
Redford opened the event 
Thursday and said “diver¬ 
sity is the point” of the in¬ 
dependent film showcase, 
further evidenced by con¬ 
tributions from 32 countries 
and 51 first-time filmmak¬ 
ers this year. The chorus of 
voices represented at Sun¬ 
dance “reflects the times 
we’re in,” he said. 

“What Sundance stands 
for is giving new voices 
and new filmmakers an op¬ 
portunity to be seen and 
heard,” Redford said in an 
interview. “We show what's 
there, and what comes up 
will usually give you an indi¬ 


cation of changing times.” 
Redford, along with festival 
director John Cooper and 
Sundance Institute director 
Keri Putnam, opened the 
11-day festival with a news 
conference at the Egyp¬ 
tian Theatre in Park City, 
Utah, Sundance's home 
since 1981. 

The films featured at the 
festival, like all art, reflect 
and inspire change, Red¬ 
ford told reporters. 

“The festival, being as di¬ 
verse as it is, shows all kinds 
of content, and that gives 
the audience a chance to 
choose," he said. “That's 
not quite so available in 
the main marketplace.” 
One of the most significant 
changes he’s noticed over 
his years in filmmaking is the 
role sex plays on screen. 
Several of the festival films 
deal with sex: “Lovelace” 
looks at porn star Linda 
Lovelace, “Interior. Leather 


Pacino to play Paterno 
in upcoming movie 



In this Dec. 7, 2012 file photo, Al Pacino poses for a portrait, in 
New York. Pacino will play Joe Paterno in a movie about the 
late Penn State football coach. Brian De Palma will direct “Hap¬ 
py Valley,” the tentative title of the film, based on Joe Posnan- 
ski's best-seller “Paterno.” 

Associated Press 

CHRISTY LEMIRE 
AP Movie Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Al Pacino will play Joe Paterno in a 
movie about the late Penn State football coach whose 
stellar career ended in disgrace in 2011 following the sex 
abuse scandal involving an assistant. 

Producer Edward R. Pressman confirms Brian De Palma 
will direct “Happy Valley,” the tentative title of the film, 
based on Joe Posnanski’s best-seller “Paterno." 

“’Happy Valley’ reunites the ‘Scarface’ and ‘Carlito’s 
Way’ team of De Palma and Pacino for the third time 
and I can’t think of a better duo to tell this story of a com¬ 
plex, intensely righteous man who was brought down by 
his own tragic flaw,” Pressman said in a statement. No 
start or release dates were given for the film.Q 



Robert Redford, founder and president of the Sundance Institute, speaks during the opening news 
conference of the 2013 Sundance Film Festival, Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013, in Park City, Utah. 

Associated Press 


Bar." examines the gay, 
S&M leather-bar scene in 
the early ‘80s, “Two Moth¬ 
ers” follows a pair of friends 
who have affairs with each 
other’s (adult) sons, and 
“Kink” is about the business 
of bondage and discipline 
pornography. 

“When I got into the film 
business in the early ‘60s, it 
was a romantic time. Sex 
and romance were pretty 
well tied together," Red¬ 
ford said. 

“Now, 40, 50 years later, 
we see that sexual rela¬ 
tions have moved to a 
place where it doesn’t 
feel like there’s so much 
romance involved. ... Rela¬ 
tions have changed, and 
they’ve changed because 


of changing times and be¬ 
cause of new technology. 
People are texting rather 
than dating and all that 
kind of stuff. 

“We just show what’s there. 
We don’t predict anything. 
We don’t shape anything. 
... We might be agents 
for change, but we're not 
shape-shifters. So there 
you have sexual relations 
and you look at how sex is 
treated today: It's just sim¬ 
ply a reflection of the times 
we're living in and nothing 
more." 

One conservative group 
isn’t pleased with the sexu¬ 
al content and suggested 
the state of Utah cease its 
financial support of the fes¬ 
tival. But Redford isn’t wor¬ 


ried. 

“We either ignore them or 
remind them that it's a free 
country and they should 
maybe look at the Consti¬ 
tution,” he said. 

The festival begins in ear¬ 
nest Thursday night with 
screenings of four films. 
Screenings, workshops, 
parties and schmoozing will 
continue through Jan. 27. 
Cooper, whose staff culled 
the 119 festival offerings 
from thousands of submis¬ 
sions, said he can’t wait for 
audiences to see the selec¬ 
tions. 

“I just want to get this thing 
started,” he said. “I feel 
like I’m sitting on a powder 
keg of talent that needs to 
explode.”□ 


Denzel Washington modest about 
I _ l 6th Oscar nod 



American actor Denzel 
Washington, poses as 
he arrives for the French 
Premiere “Flight” in Paris, 
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013. 
Associated Press 


LOUISE DIXON 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Oscar-win¬ 
ning actor Denzel Wash¬ 
ington isn't taking his sixth 
nomination for granted, 
saying he’s just happy that 
people still value his work. 
Washington, who is in Lon¬ 
don for the U.K. premiere of 
“Flight” on Thursday night, 
is a best actor contender 
at the Academy Awards 
for playing alcoholic pilot 
Whip Whitaker in the film. 
The 58-year-old American 
already has two Oscars to 
his name for “Glory” (1989) 


and “Training Day” (2001). 
His other nominations 
came for “City Freedom," 
"Malcolm X” and “The Hur¬ 
ricane." 

Washington says “it still feels 
good to know that people 
appreciate what you’re 
doing.” 

After adding pilot to his 
long list of on-screen pro¬ 
fessions, where can Wash¬ 
ington go next? 

“I don’t know. What’s left? 
Milkman?" he joked. 
“Flight” is released in the 
U.K. and Ireland on Feb. 
1 
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‘The Last Stand’ star Schwarzenegger talks gun control 



This film image released by Lionsgate shows Arnold Schwar¬ 
zenegger in a scene from, “The Last Stand.” 

Associated Press 


NATALIE ROTMAN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Arnold 
Schwarzenegger doesn't 
think there’s a parallel be¬ 
tween film and real-world 
gun violence. 

The 65-year-old former gov¬ 
ernor of California returns to 
the big screen Friday as the 
sheriff of an Arizona bor¬ 
der town tasked with stop¬ 
ping a Mexican cartel boss 
from returning to Mexico. It 
marks his first leading role 
since serving as The Gover- 
nator for six years. 

“I personally feel that this 
is entertainment," said 
Schwarzenegger. “The 
other thing is a serious real 
life tragedy. I think that we 
are going to continue do¬ 
ing entertainment. That is 
what we are doing as our 
profession, but at the same 


time, we all have a respon¬ 
sibility, I think, to improve 
the situation that we are 
in.” 

Schwarzenegger noted it's 
important not to stigmatize 


mental illnesses. He also cit¬ 
ed parenting, education, 
security and gun laws as 
contributing factors to the 
issue of gun violence. 

“We as a society have the 


responsibility to look at this 
and leave no stone un¬ 
turned,” he said. 

Despite returning to mov¬ 
iemaking with “The Last 
Stand" and last year’s “The 
Expendables 2,” Schwar¬ 
zenegger still wants to keep 
a toe in the political pool. 
He launched a think tank 
last year at the University 
of Southern California, the 
Schwarzenegger Institute 
for State and Global Policy. 
He hopes to work on re¬ 
forming immigration, en¬ 
ergy and environmental 
policies. 

“Those things needs to be 
addressed — and even 
the budget deficit,” said 
Schwarzenegger. “How 
do you stop spending $1.3 
trillion more than we are 
taking in? What do we do 
about it? All of those things 


I think were a failure, so 
our institute will address all 
those issues and study it. I 
will be involved with that, 
but I am not sitting in Sac¬ 
ramento. 

I am, in the meantime, sit¬ 
ting in Hollywood and con¬ 
tinuing in the movie busi¬ 
ness.” 

Schwarzenegger said his 
smaller part in “Expend¬ 
ables 2” prepared him 
for his starring role in “Last 
Stand,” which also features 
Johnny Knoxville. He'll next 
be seen alongside Sylvester 
Stallone in “The Tomb” set 
for release later this year. 

“I feel I have a bigger 
range, acting-wise,” said 
Schwarzenegger. 

“It could be because of the 
age. It could be because of 
my experience that I have 
had now as governor.”Q 


‘Dear Abby’ advice columnist dies at age 94 



In this Feb. 14, 2001 file photo, “Dear Abby” advice columnist 
Pauline Friedman Phillips, 82, known to millions of readers as 
Abigail van Buren, signs autographs for some of dozens of fans 
after the dedication of a “Dear Abby” star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


STEVE KARNOWSKI 
Associated Press Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Pau¬ 
line Friedman Phillips, who 
as Dear Abby dispensed 
snappy, sometimes saucy 
advice on love, marriage 
and meddling mothers- 
in-law to millions of news¬ 
paper readers around the 
world, has died. She was 
94. 

Phillips’ column, which ap¬ 
peared in 1,000 newspa¬ 
pers as far off as Brazil and 
Thailand, competed for de¬ 
cades with the advice col¬ 
umn of Ann Landers, writ¬ 
ten by her twin sister, Esther 
Friedman Lederer. Their 
relationship was stormy in 
their early adult years, but 


later they regained a close 
relationship. 

Phillips died Wednesday in 
Minneapolis after a long 
battle with Alzheimer's dis¬ 
ease, said Gene Willis, a 
publicist for the Universal 
Uclick syndicate. 

“My mother leaves very big 
high heels to fill with a leg¬ 
acy of compassion, com¬ 
mitment and positive social 
change,” her daughter, 
Jeanne Phillips, who now 
writes the column, said in a 
statement. 

Private funeral services 
were held Thursday, Willis 
said. 

The long-running “Dear 
Abby” column first ap¬ 
peared in the San Fran¬ 


cisco Chronicle in 1956. 
Mother and daughter 
started sharing the byline 
in 2000, and Jeanne Phillips 
took over in 2002, when the 
family announced Pauline 
Phillips had Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease. 

Pauline Phillips wrote un¬ 
der the name Abigail Van 
Buren. Her twin sister, Esther 
Friedman Lederer, wrote a 
competing column under 
the name Ann Landers. 
She died in 2002. Their rela¬ 
tionship was stormy in their 
early adult years, but they 
later regained the close¬ 
ness they had growing up 
in Sioux City, Iowa. 

The two columns differed in 
style. Ann Landers respond¬ 
ed to questioners with 
homey, detailed advice. 
Abby’s replies were often 
flippant and occasionally 
risque one-liners, like some 
of those collected for her 
1981 book “The Best of 
Dear Abby.” 

Phillips admitted that her 
advice changed over the 
years. When she started 
writing the column, she was 
reluctant to advocate di¬ 
vorce: “I always thought 
that marriage should be 
forever,” she explained. 
“I found out through my 
readers that sometimes the 
best thing they can do is 
part. If a man or woman is 
a constant cheater, the sit¬ 


uation can be intolerable. 
Especially if they have chil¬ 
dren. When kids see par¬ 
ents fighting, or even snip¬ 
ing at each other, I think it is 
terribly damaging.” 

She willingly expressed 
views that she realized 
would bring protests. In 
a 1998 interview she re¬ 
marked: “Whenever I say 
a kind word about gays, 
I hear from people, and 
some of them are damn 
mad. People throw Leviti¬ 
cus, Deuteronomy and oth¬ 
er parts of the Bible to me. It 
doesn't bother me. I’ve al¬ 
ways been compassionate 
toward gay people." 

If the letters sounded sui¬ 
cidal, she took a personal 
approach: “I’ll call them. I 
say, ‘This is Abby. How are 
you feeling? You sounded 
awfully low.’ And they say, 
‘You’re calling me?’ After 
they start talking, you can 
suggest that they get pro¬ 
fessional help." 

In a time before confes¬ 
sional talk shows and the 
nothing-is-too-private cul¬ 
ture of the Internet, the sis¬ 
ters’ columns offered a rare 
window into Americans’ 
private lives and a forum 
for discussing marriage, 
sex and the swiftly chang¬ 
ing mores of the 1950s, ‘60s 
and ‘70s. 

Asked about Viagra, Phil¬ 
lips replied: “It’s wonderful. 


Men who can’t perform 
feel less than manly, and 
Viagra takes them right off 
the spot.” 

About working mothers: “I 
think it's good to have a 
woman work if she wants 
to and doesn’t leave her 
children unattended — if 
she has a reliable person 
to care for them. Kids still 
need someone to watch 
them until they are mature 
enough to make respon¬ 
sible decisions.” 

One trend Phillips ada¬ 
mantly opposed: children 
having sex as early as 12 
years old. 

“Kids grow up awfully fast 
these days," she said. “You 
should try to have a good 
relationship with your kids, 
no matter what they do.” 
Pauline Esther Friedman, 
known as Popo, was born 
on Independence Day 
1918 in Sioux City, Iowa, 17 
minutes after her identical 
twin, Esther Pauline (Eppie). 
Their father was a well-off 
owner of a movie theater 
chain. Their mother took 
care of the home. Both 
were immigrants from Rus¬ 
sia who had fled their na¬ 
tive land in 1905 because 
of the persecution of Jews. 
“My parents came with 
nothing. They all came with 
nothing,” Phillips said in a 
1986 Associated Press inter¬ 
view. □ 
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Takes One To Tango 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - President Stand¬ 
offish doesn’t want to be seen as 
a stiff. 

“Most people who know me 
know I’m a pretty friendly guy,” 
he protested at his White House 
news conference Monday. “And 

1 like a good party.” 

Maybe. But President Barack 
Obama always seems to be 
dancing alone. And that was 
the vibe of his swan-song news 
conference for Act 1 of his presi¬ 
dency. 

His words were laced with an 
edge - churlish, chiding and self- 
pitying. He sardonically present¬ 
ed himself as Lonely Guy, shafted 
by the opposition, kicking around 
the White House on his own. Days 
before his second inauguration, 
he seemed to be intimating that 
the job he had fought so hard for 
and won against all odds was a 
bit of a chore, if not a bore. 
When the man who once en¬ 
raptured packed stadiums was 
asked by The Times’ Jackie 
Calmes about the criticism that 
his administration has been too 
insular, he bristled a tad. 

He acknowledged, while con¬ 
veying that he didn’t believe it, 
that he could “do a better job” 
on nurturing personal relation¬ 
ships with lawmakers. (Even if Re¬ 
publicans see him, as Politico’s 
Glenn Thrush wrote, as “a pe¬ 
dantic, hectoring fuss-budget.”) 
“Now that my girls are get¬ 
ting older, they don’t want to 
spend that much time with me 
anyway,” he said, as reporters 
laughed, “so I’ll be probably 
calling around, looking for some¬ 
body to play cards with me or 
something, because I’m getting 
kind of lonely in this big house. So 
maybe a whole bunch of mem¬ 
bers of the House Republican 
caucus want to come over and 
socialize more.” 

Some Democrats wish he would 
start a regular game in the Indian 
Treaty Room so he could work on 
his poker face. Others are ready 
for a Bridget Jones approach: 
Love the president the way he is. 
Time to go with the flow. 

“He doesn’t reach out very well,” 
one told me. “People should get 
over it.” 

It is striking how subdued the 
mood is as the president heads 
into his second inauguration 
party. 

At his first one, the nation’s capi¬ 
tal was suffused with passion 
and wonder and dreams, nearly 

2 million hope-besotted faces 
beaming up at the new presi¬ 
dent, hoping he could save their 


shirts, shrieking with delight as 
W.’s helicopter flew away over 
the Capitol. 

Now the thrill is dimmed, with a 
series of grinding, petty fights 
ahead. Certainly, there’s a sense 
among Democrats that they’re 
happy Obama is president; the 
race was close enough that they 
got a metallic taste of how bad 
the country would have been if 
that bunch of backward Repub¬ 
licans got in. 

But the cost of W.’s misbegot¬ 
ten wars and his mishandling 
of the economy overwhelmed 
Obama’s first term. And Obama 
underwhelmed on traits ev¬ 
eryone thought he’d excel at: 
negotiating, selling, charming, 
scaring, bully-pulpiting, mobiliz¬ 
ing, dealing with Capitol Hill and, 
especially, communicating. It’s 
taken the White House four years 
to develop a coherent message: 
Pay your bills. 

Washington’s mood is as gray as 
the weather, full of burning Re¬ 
publicans and yearning Demo¬ 
crats. 

We’re facing default. Again. 
We’re mired in partisan trash- 
talking. Still. 

And despite the tragedy of the 
children riddled with bullets in 
Newtown, Conn., no one is ex¬ 
pecting any consequential fixes 
to our absurdly lax gun laws. 
Many top Democrats here feel 
distant from the White House. 
They like seeing him try to take 
it to the Republicans on money 
and, in the all-too-brief time he 
has left to get things done be¬ 
fore he morphs into a lame duck, 
want him to follow through on 
guns and immigration, to say this 
is the right thing to do and this is 
what we got elected on and ei¬ 
ther get on board or get out of 
the way. 

The president complained that 
even when he invites Republi¬ 
cans to a White House picnic 
and poses with their families, “it 
doesn’t prevent them from go¬ 
ing onto the floor of the House 
and blasting me for being a big¬ 
spending Socialist.” 

Steve Stockman, a Republi¬ 
can elected to the House from 
Texas, has barely started work, 
but he’s already threatening to 
start impeachment proceedings 
against the president if he takes 
executive action on gun safety 
measures. 

A Greek chorus of historians 
and pols has been urging the 
president to spend more time 
schmoozing with Republican 
and Democratic lawmakers, as 
other presidents like Jefferson, 
Lincoln and LBJ did to get their 
way. 

But Obama still resists the idea 
that personal relationships can 
be pivotal, noting that his “sus¬ 
picion” is that the issues will be 
resolved only if Americans “push 
hard,” vote recalcitrant lawmak¬ 
ers out and “reward folks who are 
trying to find common ground.” 
And it’s true that Republicans 
have snubbed the president. 
John Boehner blew off Obama’s 
invites for six state dinners, and 
Mitch McConnell skipped all but 
one.Q 



Of Lance Armstrong 


The Point 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Right now you’re probably ask¬ 
ing yourself: What can the Lance 
Armstrong scandal teach us as a 
nation? 

It had better teach us something 
or we’ll have wasted one heck 
of a lot of time talking about 
this guy. And the lesson should 
not involve the future of cycling. 
Now that Armstrong is disgraced, 
people, how many of you ever 
plan to think about the sport of 
cycling again? Can I see a show 
of hands? I thought so. 

As the whole universe knows, 
Armstrong is a superfamous U.S. 
athlete who developed testicu¬ 
lar cancer, went through ardu¬ 
ous therapy and then returned 
to the racing circuit as the head 
of the U.S. Postal Service Pro Cy¬ 
cling Team, winning the Tour de 
France seven straight times. 

And then the authorities stripped 
away his medals for serial dop¬ 
ing. Which Armstrong denied, 
virtually on an hourly basis, with a 
vengeance that made “I did not 
have sexual relations with that 
woman” sound like a confession. 
The denial stage is scheduled to 
come to an end Thursday in an 
Oprah interview. After which we 
will discuss whether Armstrong 
can be forgiven. 

We can certainly grant him abso¬ 
lution as a human being, but he 
appears to be in the market for 
forgiveness as a celebrity. And, 
really, once you get past the 
now-demolished race record, 
there’s not much point to Lance 


Armstrong, Famous Person. He 
has no other talents. He isn’t par¬ 
ticularly lovable. He was once 
cited for using 330,000 gallons 
of water at his Texas home in a 
month when his neighbors were 
being asked to conserve by cut¬ 
ting back on their car-washing. 
He left his wife and got engaged 
to singer Sheryl Crow. He said he 
broke up with Crow because of 
her “biological clock.” The New 
York Post had him dating one of 
the Olsen twins. 

There’s always a chance. Arm¬ 
strong could demonstrate his 
remorse by dedicating the rest 
of his life to fighting rural poverty 
in an extremely remote section 
of Africa, preferably one where 
residents are limited to a quart 
of water a day. His fans would 
come flocking back, although 
Armstrong would hardly notice 
because the critical part of the 
deal would be staying in Niger or 
Burkina Faso forever. 

Meanwhile, his foundation could 
pick a new spokesperson from 
the ranks of U.S. cancer survivors 
who went back to work without 
violating the cardinal moral prin¬ 
ciple of their profession. 

But we still need to wring a use¬ 
ful lesson out of all this. Let’s con¬ 
sider the U.S. Postal Service Pro 
Cycling Team. Between 1996 
and 2004, our U.S. mail system 
invested an estimated $40 million 
in this venture, in return for which 
Armstrong and his teammates 
rode around with the Postal Ser¬ 
vice insignia on their shirts. 

This would be the same Postal 
Service that lost $16 billion last 
year, and I believe I speak for 
every stamp-buyer in the nation 
when I say: What? 

“It really is a strong morale-build¬ 
ing element,” the general man¬ 
ager of the team said in 2001, 
when asked what the mailing 
public was getting out of all this. 
There are, the manager added, 
a lot of people who “feel a little 
bit better about the Postal Ser¬ 
vice because of its association 


with Lance.” 

Then it would follow that the U.S. 
public feels worse about the Post¬ 
al Service now that Armstrong is 
headed for Pariah Junction. But, 
personally, I’m more focused on 
that $16 billion. 

The Armstrong heyday was back 
in the era when the Postal Ser¬ 
vice, having been spun off into 
a quasi-private enterprise, was 
having delusions of corporate 
grandeur. The era when it lost 
$8.3 million in a failed attempt to 
start a retail operation in the Mall 
of America. Its leaders liked the 
idea that “they could rub shoul¬ 
ders with other CEOs who were 
sponsoring sports activities,” said 
Ruth Goldway, the chairwoman 
of the Postal Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion. 

Goldway was never a big fan of 
the postal service cycle team, 
although she felt it was a bet¬ 
ter marketing tool than some 
of the other ideas put into play, 
like “buying free tickets for post¬ 
al employees to go to football 
games.” And, she said, she had 
some sympathy for Armstrong, 
“until I saw how he treated Sheryl 
Crow.” 

There still are sponsorship deals 
floating all around the federal 
government. (The Army has one 
with the National Hot Rod Asso¬ 
ciation.) Nobody seems to keep 
track of exactly how much they 
add up to. Maybe this one little 
area could be a staging ground 
for bipartisan accord. Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats could join 
together to ban the use of fed¬ 
eral taxpayer dollars for sponsor¬ 
ship of sports events. Then they 
would be so pleased with their 
progress that they could move 
on and pass a genuine budget. 
The Lance Armstrong debacle 
would have a point! 

Although, actually, Rep. Betty 
McCollum of Minnesota pro¬ 
posed banning the use of tax¬ 
payer money to sponsor NAS¬ 
CAR race teams in 2011, and she 
was voted down, 281-148.□ 
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Returning the flair to Dutch cuisine 



Frenk van Dinther, the chef at 
Wilde Zwijnen restaurant, in 
Amsterdam. 

(Herman Wouters/The New 
York Times) 

DAVID SEGAL 
© 2013 New York Times 

AMSTERDAM - How many 
times have you consid¬ 
ered your dining options 
and thought “Let’s go 
Dutch?” Not as in split the 
bill, but as in eat the cui¬ 
sine of the Netherlands. 
And if you were able to 
locate a Dutch restaurant 
in the United States - best 
of luck with that - do you 
have any idea what you'd 
find on the menu? 

The Netherlands, as these 
questions suggest, has 
never been known as a 
culinary destination. Actu¬ 
ally, that’s an understate¬ 
ment. For years, the gas¬ 
tronomy of this country 
has lagged woefully be¬ 
hind many of its European 
neighbors (think Denmark, 
for one). Which is puzzling, 
given that the Dutch once 
dominated the world's 
spice trade. And nowhere 
is this puzzle more obvious 
than in Amsterdam, a city 
of beguiling streetscapes, 
gorgeous canals and re¬ 
ally lousy restaurants. 

What is a tourist in search 
of a good meal to do? 
In recent years, the an¬ 
swer has been to visit 
Dutchgrub, a blog writ¬ 
ten by Mark Schiefelbein, 
a 44-year-old German 
native who moved here 
from Strasbourg, France, 
in 1999. 

"Amsterdam was a food 
wasteland at the time,” 
he said over lunch not 
long ago. “And I talked 
to people and they said, 
‘Oh, it's really improved.’ 
I'm thinking, ‘My God, 
how bad could it have 
been?”’ 


Very bad, is the answer. 
There were a few Mi- 
chelin stars spread around 
the city, but those spots 
were, and remain, pricey 
and formal marathons of 
punctilious service and 
rich sauces. Schiefelbein 
was looking for inventive 
meals at reasonable pric¬ 
es, places you could visit a 
few times a month without 
going broke. The restau¬ 
rants didn’t need to offer 
Dutch cuisine; that would 
have limited his list of rec¬ 
ommendations to nil. Still, 
when he started Dutch- 
grub in 2007, he could 
get excited about only 
a handful of restaurants, 
and there was nowhere 
to find decent pizza or 
a burger whose patty 
wasn’t just plucked from a 
freezer. 

The situation is improving, 


Schiefelbein said, and he 
has carefully charted the 
progress. His “Best Amster¬ 
dam Restaurants” list now 
has six entries. One is mod¬ 
ern French (Marius), one 
traditional French (Mad- 
elief) and one is a mix of 
Mediterranean and Asian 
(Blauw aan de Wal), while 
the others are hybrids. The 
latest addition is Wilde Zwi¬ 
jnen, which translates as 
Wild Boar and is as close 


to Dutch cuisine as you'll 
find on Dutchgrub’s list. A 
recent menu included an 
appetizer of fried catfish 
with ravigote, and sweet 
and sour cauliflower. One 
of the entrees was cro¬ 
quettes of goat cheese, 
potato and hazelnut with 
carrot coleslaw, spinach 
and beetroot. There was 
also this offering, which, to 
U.S. ears, sounds plucked 
from a diner in “The Hob¬ 
bit": “Fish from Urk.” 

“I work with a guy who 
has one boat," said Frenk 
van Dinther, the chef at 
Wilde Zwijnen, who has a 
shortened version of the 
restaurant’s name tat¬ 
tooed on his forearm. “He 
basically tells me what I'm 
going to cook. Him and 
the vegetable man. They 
have more say over my 
menu than I do." 


The chef was taking a 
break from the kitchen 
one evening as rain drove 
diners off the sidewalk and 
into the restaurant. The in¬ 
terior design of the place 
could be called auster¬ 
ity chic: a lot of exposed 
brick and simple furniture, 
with a few hanging plants 
and some elegant wall 
hangings. Van Dinther 
said that a lot of Dutch 
patrons, who have come 


to expect more frippery 
when they venture out 
for a meal, find the look 
threadbare. 

“They see it as some kind 
of barn,” he said. “Ameri¬ 
cans and Germans get 
this place. A lot of Dutch 
don't.” 

The problem may be that 
Wilde Zwijnen reminds the 
Dutch of the utilitarian 
ethos that has dominated 
its cuisine for decades. It 
wasn’t always so, writes 
Karin Engelbrecht, a res¬ 
taurant critic for Time Out 
Amsterdam. The Dutch, 
she explains, cooked with 
elan until the start of the 
19th century, and you can 
tell from still-life paintings 
of the era, which showed 
off tables piled high with 
delectables. A peek at 
cookbooks dating back a 
few hundred years reveals 


dishes like mussels with saf¬ 
fron and ginger, and roast 
goose with turmeric root. 
Meals were lavish, multi¬ 
course affairs that started 
with leafy greens and 
ended with pastries and 
hippocras, a wine sweet¬ 
ened with cinnamon and 
served warm. 

“Then it became all 
about, what do you need 
to feed yourself and stay 
healthy,” Engelbrecht 


said in a phone interview. 
“Recipes weren’t about 
using those lovely spices 
that we created the sea 
routes to India for. Those 
were nice to have, but 
you didn’t need them to 
survive.” 

After a meal at another 
restaurant, De Kas, every 
restaurant will feel a little 
cramped. The ceiling in 
the dining room is about 
26 feet high, and the ta¬ 
bles are nicely spaced 
apart. The three-course 
$62 prix fixe menu recently 
included an appetizer of 
creamy sauerkraut with 
roasted parsnip, carrots, 
Brussels sprout leaves, 
and a carrot and mustard 
dressing. The main course 
was slow-cooked pork 
belly with a side of lentils 
and Granny Smith apples, 
and a confit of white on¬ 
ions. The guiding principle 
here is to keep it simple 
and focus on the ingredi¬ 
ents. The results have won 
raves from diners and crit¬ 
ics alike. 

But Schiefelbein says the 
place has slipped recent¬ 
ly- 

“I've been there a few 
times and been slightly 
disappointed in some of 
the dishes,” he said. “You 
get a lot of restaurants in 
Amsterdam that put the 
focus on looking great 
instead of the food. De 
Kas has beautiful design, 
it has tablecloths, they 
have thought a lot about 
presentation. But the food 
isn’t there.” 

Fair warning, Amsterdam 
chefs. Schiefelbein is 
watching, and the man 
is not easy to please. He 
will not even enter a res¬ 
taurant selling what he 
believes is a telltale sign of 
mediocrity: dorado with 
any kind of lemon sauce. 
“If I see that, I stay away," 
he said. “It’s part of what 
I call the Jamie Oliver 
menu. Don’t get me 
wrong. I love Jamie Oliver. 
What he's doing is bril¬ 
liant. I have all his books. 
We cook a lot of his stuff 
at home. But what he’s 
good at is simple dishes, 
and when I go out to a 
restaurant I'm looking for 
something a little more 
ambitious. ”□ 



Fried sea bass fillet with red and yellow beets, wild cabbage, squid rings and squid sauce, at 
Wilde Zwijnen, where reservations are marked in chalk on the tables, in Amsterdam. 

(Herman Wouters/The New York Times) 



















